I went to Convergent Label Technology, Inc. to review their records and observe their operation. Upon arriving at the facility I met Douglas P. Uzelac. Doug is the new Plant Manager at Convergent Label Technology. After introducing myself I told him that I was here to inspect their records and observe their operation. 
Convergent Label Technology Inc. is an ID label printing facility which uses nine printing presses with varying numbers of print stations. A different color is applied at each printing station. The facility may reconfigure the print stations but they are limited by the permit to no more than 59 of these color units. The labels are drawn through each print station and a different colored ink is applied and dried as the roll is drawn through a dryer box below each print station. Drying is accomplished by forced air over a quartz lamp.  The roll is then drawn through a rotary die cutter which custom cuts the label to size.  After cutting to size the roll of printed and cut labels is then placed on a slitter/rewinder in order to slit the labels to customer specification required.

As we walked and I inspected the facilities operation Doug told me that on average only about four presses will be running at any given time which is about what I observed during my inspection. I observed that containers were neatly set aside and properly covered with lids when not in use. Even the containers in use did not give much odor. The highest VOC reading recorded with the Gastec I brought along was 40ppm while the average reading observed with the Gastec was 20ppm. I asked Doug if any equipment at this facility has been altered or replaced in the last couple years and he told me there has not been. 

Table No.1 below summarizes the rolling 12-month usage for Inks, HAPs, VOCs and Non-HAPs and the maximum levels allowed by the permit. Records indicate that Convergent Label Technology is operating within allowable levels.

           12-month rolling average from 2/1/03 to 1/31/04

                                         12-mth     Maximum

                                Inks    8408        12000    gallons

                                HAP    0.12            10      tons

                                VOC    8.57            20      tons

                          Non-HAP   610          3410     gallons

An on site comparison of the make & model No. of the printing presses at the facility versus what the permit lists indicate there is a discrepancy. The facility has two Webtron’s and only one Aqua Flex 2350 while the permit indicates one Webtron and two Aqua Flex 2350s. A Warning Notice will be issued as a result of this discrepancy.
I asked if the facility has done anything with regards to pollution prevention (P2) in the last couple of years and was told that the Inks that were used a few years ago contained ammonia and that now the Inks that Convergent Label buys and uses to print labels with contain no ammonia. 

Except for the printing press discrepancy there were no other violations at the facility. All required permit records were found to be in order. 
