I went to the facility as part of the Full Compliance Evaluation to determine compliance with the conditions of the permit No. 0570363-003-AO.  Fabricating Products of Tampa, Inc is a spray primer coating operation on structural steel components and miscellaneous metal parts such a metal steps and railings.  The metal parts are cleaned and wiped with a damp cloth containing mineral spirits.  The parts are then surface coated utilizing a Graco airless coating application system.  A primer coat is applied to protect the steel surface from corrosion.  Mineral spirits are used for cleaning the metal parts, hoses and equipment.

VOC from the surface coating operation are controlled through the application of low solvent technology.  The VOC emissions are limited through restrictions on usage of the primer and mineral spirits.  Waste solvent generated during the clean-up of the spray guns are directed into containers that prevent evaporation into the atmosphere.  All spray coating operations are carried out in the designated spray coating areas.

I met Mr. Mike Hunt, the facility owner, who escorted me through the facility.  We started the inspection in the paint area.  I noticed three 55-gallons drums, two of them containing primer and one containing mineral spirits.  No spills or open containers were observed.  Mr. Hunt told me that they use only two kinds of primer paints.  The paints are from Delta Labs.  The facility only use gray chromate and red shopcoat colors and they applied the primers as they received.  The spray guns used for the spray coating operation are the self-cleaning type which require little cleaning.  I took a sample from one of the spray guns to be analyzed in the lab for VOC content.  According with their permit, the facility shall not cause the discharge into the atmosphere of any VOC in excess of 3.5 lbs/gallon.  

We then inspected the welding area.  I found a few oil containers that were properly capped.  Overall, no violations were found during my walk-through around the facility.  They have a good housekeeping procedure in place and no odors were noticed during the inspection.  

Mr. Hunt showed to me three new exhaust fans that were installed on year 2000 at the paint building.  The fans are connected to dust filters attached to the east wall and are under negative pressure.  I asked Mr. Hunt if he requested a modification of the permit to install the fans and he told me that he did not need it.  He said that the main purpose of the fans was to purify the air inside the building.  

We then went inside his office for the records review.  I asked Mr. Hunt to provide to me with daily records of operations and he told me that he did not have a way to check for daily records on a 55-gallon drum.  I showed to him the Specific Condition No. 13 of their permit that states that the permittee shall maintain daily records of the operation.  He said that he could estimate the daily records from now on but it would not be accurate.  I

I then asked Mr. Hunt for VOC content in primer and solvent as applied.  He made me copies of the MSDS for the two primers and the one mineral spirit that they are using.  I also asked for amount and types of primers and mineral spirits used and the monthly summary of amount and types of primers and Mineral spirit.  He provided to me with copies of the twelve month rolling total from January thru December, 2003 where I was able to review the monthly records.  Records of annual usage were also provided.  For the year 2003, the primer usage was 2055 gallons/year (less than the 4857 gallons/yr from the permit) and for the solvent was 260gaollons/year (Permit usage is 430 gallons/year) (see attached).  The facility could not provide with monthly VOC emissions in lbs and with rolling 12 months totals of VOC emissions and amount and types of primer and solvent used during the year 2003.  

A Warning Notice would be issued for failure to maintain proper recordkeeping.  

