STATEMENT OF BASIS

Acme Sponge and Chamois Co., Inc.

Facility ID No.: 1030189 

Pinellas County

Title V Air Operation Permit Renewal

DRAFT Permit Project No.: 1030189-005-AV 

Renewal of the Title V Air Operation Permit No.: 1030189-004-AV

The initial Title V Air Operation Permit No. 1030189-002-AV, was issued/effective on 6/5/1998.  A Permit Revision, No. 1030189-004-AV, was issued/effective on 8/6/2001.  This Title V Air Operation Permit Renewal is issued under the provisions of Chapter 403, Florida Statutes (F.S.), and Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.) Chapters 62-4, 62-210, and 62-213.  The above named permittee is hereby authorized to operate the facility shown on the application and approved drawing(s), plans, and other documents, attached hereto or on file with the permitting authority, in accordance with the terms and conditions of this permit.

The subject of this permit is for the renewal of the Title V Air Operation Permit No. 1030189-004-AV.

This facility produces chamois by tanning animal skins with cod oil.  Two perchloroethylene dry cleaning machines are used to remove excess oil from the skins.  The skins are then buffed, trimmed, and packaged for shipment.  The emissions units consist of the dry cleaning machines, chamois buffing wheels, and chamois buffing machines.  Also included in this permit are miscellaneous insignificant emissions units and/or activities.  CAM does not apply.
Emissions Unit No. 001 consists of a buffing machine and four abrasive, rotating wheels.  Each wheel is 27 inches in diameter by 5 inches wide and crowned with emery.  Particulate matter emissions generated by the buffing machine and wheels are vented to a common duct and directed to a Mikro-Pulsaire Model 121S-8-20 baghouse rated at 7500 ACFM.

Emissions Unit No. 004 consists of four buffing machines.  Particulate matter emissions generated by the buffing machines are vented to a common duct and directed to a Mikro-Pulsaire Model 100S-8-20 baghouse rated at 5000 ACFM.

Emissions Unit No. 007:  After tanning, two dry cleaning machines are used to remove excess oil from the skins.  Perchloroethylene, a HAP, is the cleaning solvent.  The chamois are washed in charged solvent, which sometimes contains detergent additives, and rinsed in pure solvent.  The chamois are spun to remove any excess solvent and are dried by tumbling in a hot air stream.  After drying, the chamois are softened in a cage drum by tumbling as they are sprayed with water.  The dry cleaning machines each use a retrofitted 16 ton PROS Refrigerator 1000 RAC Vapor Recovery Unit to control process vent emissions.  Additionally, each uses a carbon recovery unit (Neil & Spencer Ltd., Model SS80) to control fugitive emissions generated as the dry cleaning machine is opened.  As the door is opened, a fan pulls air through the drum and directs it to the carbon recovery unit.  The dry cleaning machines are subject to 40 CFR 63, Subpart M (National Perchloroethylene Air Emissions Standard for dry cleaning facilities).

Also included in this permit are miscelleneous insignificant emission units and/or activities placed in Appendix I-1:  List of Insignificant Emission Units and/or Activities. The insignificant units are two steam boilers (1 mmBtu/hour each), one hot water heater (1 mmBtu/hour) and one process heater (Pole Dryer, 2 mmBtu/hour).  The two steam boilers are used to generate steam for the dry cleaning machines.  Hot water heater is used to generate hot wash water and process heater (Pole Dryer) is used to dry chamois skins that are washed, rather than dry cleaned.

{MACT Note:  1.  The steam boilers, hot water heater and process heater (Pole Dryer), will become subject to the MACT standards of 40 CFR 63, Subpart DDDDD – Industrial, Commercial and Institutional Boilers, and Process Heaters upon promulgation by the U.S. EPA and/or through a case –by –case MACT determination for this source category in accordance with Rule 62-204.800(10)(d), F.A.C.  New applicable MACT requirements will be incorporated into this Title V permit through the procedures specified in 40 CFR 70.7(f), Reopening for cause (also see TV-4 Condition Nos. 4 and 38).  Thus, this permit may need to be re-opened prior to the expiration date of this permit.

2.  The facility discontinued its leather finishing operation several years ago, therefore, the facility does not fall under regulation of National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP) for Leather finishing operations (40 CFR Part 63 Subpart TTTT}.

Based on the Title V Air Operation Permit Renewal application received December 4, 2002, this facility is a major source of hazardous air pollutants (HAPs).
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