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By this letter the United Stated Envrronmental Protectlon Agency Reglon 4 (EPA Region 4) requests
informal consultatlon and concurrence under Sectron 7 of the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA) for
the proposed Tampa Electric Company (TECO) Polk Power Station 2-5 Combined Cycle Conversion
Project. TECO is proposing to convert four existing 51mple cycle combustion turbines (designated as
Units 2 through 5) to combined cycle operation, increasing the nominal output from 165 megawatts
MW) to 290 MW each

~ The proposed project also includes the addition of four heat recovery steam generators with duct
burners, a steam turbine generator, a six-cell mechanical draft cooling tower, and a.0.5 MW emergency g
generator. Natural gas will be the primary fuel for the combustion turbines and the duct burners whereas
fuel oil will serve as the primary fuel for the emergency generator and backup for the combustion
turbines. The proposed project will result in net emission increases greater than Prevention of
Significant Deterioration (PSD) threshold limits for particulate matter as total suspendéd particulates,
particulate matter of less than or equal to ten microns in diameter, particulate matter of less than or equal
"0 2.5 microns in diameter, oxides of nitrogen carbon monoxide, sulfuric acid mist, and greenhouse
gases (GHGs); therefore, the prOJect is subject to PSD review. Region 4 will be responsible for issuing a
PSD permit regulatlng GHG emissions and the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP)
- is responsible for issuing a PSD permit for the remaining pollutants. The proposed project is located
within the existing Polk Power Statlon site, approxrmately 13 miles southwest of Bartow, in Polk
County, Florlda

In processing TECO’s PSD permit application, the EPA must assure that listed species or their critical .
habitat will not be jeopardized by the changes at the TECO facility. Although endangered species are
discussed in Section 5.1 of the application, the information contained therein does not appear to be
sufficient enough to adequately support TECO’s determination that there will be “no additional impacts
on biological resources.” Consequently, we are unable to determine our obligations, if any, under
Section 7 of the ESA. '
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Region 4 would like to begin an informal consultation with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (Service)
regarding the proposed project. TECO has been designated by Region 4 as the non-federal

representative and will be responsible for preparing and submitting a complete Biological Assessment to -
Region 4 and the Service. ' '

If you have any quésﬁons concerning the review of this application, please contact Art Hofmeister of the
Air Permits Section at (404) 562-9115.

Sincerely,
Gregg M. Wor% :
Chief

Air Permits Section i

cc: Jeff Koerner, FDEP
Paul Carpinone, TECO
Thomas Davis, P.E., ECT

Enclosure (CD of Application) -~ : 7




