
From: Linero, Alvaro
To: Moore, Ronni
Cc: Vielhauer, Trina; Cooey, Sally; Read, David; Walker, Elizabeth (AIR); Hamilton, Shawn
Subject: FW: Comments on Proposed Biomass Permit - Gulf County Florida
Date: Friday, March 11, 2011 9:19:00 AM
Attachments: DEP_PERMIT_-_Biomass_Plant__-_Gulf_County.docx

Ronni:
 
Refer to the emails below and the attached letter sent to me by a member/attorney for the
Apalachicola Riverkeeper organization.
 
David, Elizabeth.  Please convert the letter to pdf and have it placed on our respective websites.
 
Shawn, Sally. Please distribute within your offices as appropriate.
 
A.A. Linero, P.E., Program Administrator
Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Air Regulation/Special Projects Section
1-717-9076
 

From: Linero, Alvaro
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 9:05 AM
To: Andy Smith
Subject: RE: Comments on Proposed Biomass Permit - Gulf County Florida

Andrew J. Smith, Esq.
Executive Director, Attorney
Apalachicola Riverkeeper
 
Dear Mr. Smith:
 
Thank you for forwarding the letter prepared by Dan Tonsmeire of your organization.
 
We have not yet issued a draft decision and published a notice of intent regarding the air permit
application for this project.
 
I am not at work today and will get back to you regarding your request for a meeting.
 
A.A. Linero, P.E., Program Administrator
Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Air Regulation/Special Projects Section
1-850-717-9076
 

From: Andy Smith [andy@apalachicolariverkeeper.org]
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 8:20 AM
To: Linero, Alvaro
Cc: 'Dan Tonsmeire'; Marilynblackwel@wmconnect.com; 'Kayd Selden'; 'Jeff Ilardi'
Subject: Comments on Proposed Biomass Permit - Gulf County Florida

Mr. Lineo,
 
The Apalachicola Riverkeeper is submitting the attached comment letter for your review.   We
would be interested in meeting with you at your earliest convenience.
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March 11, 2011





A.A. Linero 

Program Administrator

Florida Department of Environmental Protection Bureau of Air Regulation Special Projects Section

Alvaro.Linero@dep.state.fl.us

1-850-717-9076



Dear Mr. Linero: 



This letter expresses our concerns regarding a proposed biomass plant in the Port St. Joe area.  We have been contacted by citizens in our area with concerns about the plant. I would appreciate your consideration of this information and an opportunity to meet with you personally to discuss it.  



In general our research indicates that the detrimental impacts on human health and environmental health – particularly air and water quality, make the proposed biomass plant inadvisable.   Contamination from the plant in Gulf County would adversely affect the lives of residents of the surrounding counties as well as potentially contaminate surface water bodies that provide habitat for the fish and wildlife so important to sustaining our resource based fishing and ecotourism economies and quality of life in the Apalachicola River Basin.  The source of the water for the operation of the plant is not clearly defined and may become a critical issue with the impacts of increasing water demand outside of the Florida boundaries.



On Human Health:  Burning biomass emits large amounts of air pollutants including nitrogen oxides (NOx) and particulates (PM) that affect human health.

· [bookmark: _ftnref2]Biomass burning emits more PM than coal fired plants, particulates are associated with asthma, heart disease, and cancer. EPA’s current regulations do not call for testing for these particulates.

· [bookmark: _ftnref3]Wood or trash burning biomass incinerators typically increase ground level ozone. Burning biomass produces hundreds of tons of NOx and volatile organic compounds (VOCs), two ingredients of the ground-level ozone that causes asthma in children and exacerbates other pulmonary and cardiac disease problems.  (See the enclosed “Emissions Comparison Data” chart for emissions comparisons.)

· [Source: http://www.nobiomassburn.org/2010/01/ecolaw-factsheet-biomass-is-not-clean-or-green]



On Environmental Health:  Burning biomass to generate electricity is not carbon neutral. Under current or proposed laws, biomass burning will dramatically increase greenhouse gases. Emissions of C02, NOx, and particulates [PM] are higher than coal per unit of power produced. The CO2 emissions from these plants are reported by EPA on e-grid as zero.despite the following information:

· Carbon from biomass plants (called biogenic carbon) is the same as every other type of CO2 and causes just as much harm. 

· The consumption of trees required to fuel the biomass plant results in a significant rise in atmospheric CO2 levels.  In April, 2009 the EPA reversed itself and invalidated the concept that biomass plants is carbon neutral by stating that:

· “Indeed, for a given amount of CO2 released today, about half will be taken up by the oceans and terrestrial vegetation over the next 30 years, a further 30 percent will be removed over a few centuries, and the remaining 20 percent will only slowly decay over time such that it will take many thousands of years to remove from the atmosphere.” [Source: Federal Register, Vol 74, p 18899, 4/24/2009]

·  “Maintaining the exemption for CO2 wrongly treats all biomass sources as carbon neutral, even if the source involves clearing forests for electricity.  For example, the clearing of long-established forests to burn wood or to grow energy crops is counted as a 100% reduction in emissions despite causing large carbon emissions. Replacing fossil fuels with bioenergy does not by itself reduce carbon emissions.” [Searchinger, et.al., Science 326: 527, 2009]

· [Source: http://www.nobiomassburn.org/2010/01/ecolaw-factsheet-biomass-is-not-clean-or-green]

· Planting the exotic plant Arundo donax proposed to fuel the plant in lieu of using trees threatens the native plants with its potential to spread into the Apalachicola floodplain and overtake the native species.

On Water Quantity:  It is unclear where the water to operate a biomass plant in Gulf County will come from, how the waste water will be treated and what the potential will be for contamination to our water bodies.   These are areas of concern for the Apalachicola Riverkeeper and its members. 

Alternatives to meet our energy needs exist that are truly sustainable energy solutions such as wind and solar.  Conservation is an untapped source of meeting energy needs. There are alternative energy sources which require little or no water.

 “One such system is called the SunCatcher, which consists of a solar concentrator in a dish structure that supports an array of curved glass mirrors. The SunCatcher mixes old technology with new design. By employing a system of mirrors attached to a parabolic dish to concentrate the sun’s energy onto a high‐efficiency Stirling Engine, each dish can generate up to 25,000 watts of power. More importantly, the SunCatcher requires no water for heating or cooling and a minimal amount of water is required to wash the mirrors.”

[http://cleantechnica.com/2009/08/25/worlds-most-efficient-solar-technology-coming-early-2010/]



I  hope that we can discuss the issue further. Leon and Gadsden County Commissioners have decided not to allow the biomass plants in their communities for similar reasons stated above.  We realize that the potential jobs are a primary reason for supporting the plant.  We are working to encourage ecotourism as a significant industry for our area and believe that it would provide a better economic and healthier opportunity for the residents of our area.  In addition, the opportunities of solar power are untapped and could offer significant economic benefits and environmental protection.    A long term sustainable future is all of our goals now and for generations to come.  I would appreciate the opportunity to discuss this with you.



Sincerely,



Best regards,
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Dan Tonsmeire

Apalachicola Riverkeeper 
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Thanks,
 
Andrew Jubal Smith
Executive Director & Attorney
850-653-5183
 
Apalachicola Riverkeeper
PO Box 8
Apalachicola, Florida 32329
850-653-8936
www.apalachicolariverkeeper.org
 


