FINAL DETERMINATION


PERMITTEE

Georgia-Pacific Consumer Products LLC
P.O. Box 919
Palatka, Florida  32178-0919
Permitting Authority

Florida Department of Environmental Protection

Division of Air Resource Management

Bureau of Air Regulation, Air Permitting North Section
2600 Blair Stone Road, MS #5505

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2400
PROJECT

Air Permit No. 1070005-062-AC
Palatka Mill

No. 4 Combination Boiler Modification

The project required a minor air construction permit to authorize the co-firing of knots and rejects with bark/wood and other authorized fuels.  The project will not change the throughput capacity of the No. 4 Combination Boiler.  The proposed work will be performed at the existing Palatka Mill.
NOTICE AND PUBLICATION

The Department distributed an initial Intent to Issue Permit package on September 4, 2009.  The applicant published the Public Notice of Intent to Issue in the Palatka Daily News on September 12, 2009.  The Department received the proof of publication on September 18, 2009.  No petitions for administrative hearings or extensions of time to petition for an administrative hearing were filed.
COMMENTS
On September 15, 2009, the Department received comments from the applicant via e-mail.  The following summarizes the comments and the Department’s response.
In Specific Conditions 2 and 6, the applicant requested a change in the projected percentage of fiber rejects that can be burned in a day from 6% to 10%, which better reflects the maximum blend of fiber rejects with bark/wood.  There was no request made to change the permit’s maximum tons of fiber rejects that can be burned in a day, which is 80 tons.  The reference to “1368 tons/day of bark/wood” is unnecessary and may cause confusion.  The boiler is currently limited to 57 tons/hour of bark/wood (1368 tons/day).  Air construction Permit No. PSD-FL-393 authorizes up to 59.4 tons/hour of bark/wood (1425.6 tons/day) once modifications are completed.  The applicant requests removal of “1368 tons/day” because fiber rejects are limited to 80 tons/day.
Response:  The Department finds the requests to be acceptable and the changes will be made as follows.  In addition, the permit’s Project Description in Section I, General Information, Page 2 of 5, will also be changed to reflect the acceptable changes being made to Specific Conditions 2 and 6.
2. Fiber Rejects:  The permittee is authorized to co-fire knots and rejects (hereafter referred to collectively as “fiber rejects”) with the primary fuel of bark/wood along with other authorized fuels.  Knots are pieces of uncooked wood that are removed from the brown stock pulp prior to the brown stock washing process.  Rejects are shives or splinters that are removed by a screening operation after the brown stock washing process.  Fiber rejects contain wood fiber that has not been completely digested and a small amount of residual black liquor from the digestion process.  The firing of fiber rejects shall be limited to:

a. The permittee shall follow the written blending practices to blend no more than 6% approximately 10% by weight of fiber rejects with bark/wood.  At maximum capacity, this means that approximately No more than 80 tons/day of fiber rejects will shall be co-fired with 1368 tons/day of bark/wood.  

b. No more than 8000 tons of fiber rejects shall be fired during any consecutive 12 months.

c. The heat input rate provided by fiber rejects shall be considered as heat input rate from firing bark/wood.

[Application No. 1070005-062-AC and Rule 62-4.070(3), F.A.C.]
6.
Blending Practices:  The permittee shall develop written procedures for blending fiber rejects with bark/wood.  The purpose of the written procedures is to ensure that best efforts are used to blend no more than 6% approximately 10% by weight of fiber rejects with bark/wood.  The permittee shall train operators in these practices.  [Rule 62-4.070(3), F.A.C.]

CONCLUSION
The final action of the Department is to issue the permit as noticed with the minor changes noted above.
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