FINAL DETERMINATION

Peace River Station, L.L.C.

Polk County


Notice and Publication

The Department distributed a public notice package on October 6, 2000 for a project that will create a new 510 MW electric power generating plant located on West County Road 630 approximately one-quarter mile west of Ft. Meade in Polk County, Florida.  The applicant, Peace River Station, L.L.C., proposes to install three combustion turbine-electrical generator sets, each having a nominal generating capacity of 170 MW.  The applicant published the required notice of the project in the Lakeland Ledger on November 13, 2000.  The Department received the proof of publication on November 27, 2000.

EPA Region 4 Comments

The Department received comments from EPA Region 4 regarding the preliminary determination on November 8, 2000.  The following summarizes the comments and the Department’s response.

1. The applicant may have “double-counted” costs for the hot SCR catalyst and inappropriately included an additional “annual contingency” cost.

2. The “double-counting” aspect is pointed out again and it is noted that these comments are also applicable to the cost effectiveness for the CO oxidation catalyst.

3. The applicant should not include lost revenue in the cost analysis.

Response:  The Department acknowledges all comments made by EPA Region 4.  However, even considering the changes, the control costs remain within in the Department’s estimated range for both the hot SCR and the CO oxidation catalyst control options as stated in the Technical Evaluation and Preliminary Determination.  The slightly lower costs do not change the Department’s determination to reject theses control options as not cost effective.

Applicant’s Comments

The Department received comments from the applicant regarding the Draft Permit on November 27, 2000.  The following summarizes the comments and the Department’s response.

1. Section III.  Specific Condition No. 3:  The applicant requests changing “two” to “three” combustion turbines in the first line due to a typographical error.

Response:  The Department accepts the requested change.

2. Section III.  Specific Condition No. 12:  The applicant requests a permitting note regarding “tuning” of the combustion turbines.

Response:  The Department included text similar to the applicant’s request to define “tuning” of the combustion turbines.

3. Section III.  Specific Condition No. 12:  The applicant requests clarification that notification is not required for excess emissions authorized under Specific Condition No. 17.

Response:  The applicant is correct in that notification is not required for any individual NOx CEMS hourly average higher than the NOx emissions standard.  Notification is required for NOx emissions in excess of the NOx limit based on a 3-hour average.  Specific Condition No. 17 only authorizes the exclusion of specifically defined NOx data and does not authorize NOx emissions in excess of the 3-hour standard.  However, to respond to the applicant’s request, the Department clarified Specific Condition No. 17 by changing the first sentence to, “Emissions During Startup, Shutdown, and Malfunctions:  During periods of startup, shutdown, and documented unavoidable malfunction, each combustion turbine is subject to the following conditions.”  The title “NOx CEMS Data Exclusion” was also added as a title for the corresponding conditions regarding NOx emissions.  In Specific Condition No. 25(d), the term “excess emissions” was replaced with “elevated NOx emissions”.

Other Comments

The public, the Department’s Southwest District Office, the National Park Service, and the Polk County Environmental Services Department provided no comments regarding the project.

CONCLUSION

The final action of the Department is to issue the final permit with the changes mentioned above and to correct minor typographical errors.  As detailed in the previously issued Technical Evaluation and Preliminary Determination, the emissions standards for CO, NOx, PM/PM10, SAM, and SO2 specified in the Final Permit and summarized in Appendix B represent the Best Available Control Technology (BACT) for this project.  Additional details of this analysis may be obtained by contacting the project engineer at 850/414-7268 or the Department’s Bureau of Air Regulation at Mail Station #5505, 2600 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, Florida  32399-2400.
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