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PERMITTEE
Tampa Electric Company (TEC)
Polk Power Station (PPS)
P.O. Box 111
Tampa, FL  33601-0111
PERMITTING AUTHORITY
Florida Department of Environmental Protection (Department)
Division of Air Resource Management
Office of Permitting and Compliance (OPC)
2600 Blair Stone Road, MS #5505
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2400
PROJECT
DEP File No. 1050233-035-AC  (PSD-FL-194K)
Removal of Visible Emission (VE) Testing Requirement
for the Solid Fuel Handling System
Polk County
This is the final air construction permit which authorizes the removal of the VE annual testing requirement for the dust suppression systems associated with the solid fuel handling system of Unit 1 at the existing PPS.  According to TEC, the solid fuel used at PPS does not have any VE; therefore the dust suppression systems have never been needed.  For dust control the solid fuel is sprayed with a water/surfactant spray before arriving at PPS and this level of control is sufficient to prevent VE.  In addition, according to TEC, VE testing of the dust suppression systems used for the storage silos and bins associated with this emission unit would result in an administrative burden while having no environmental benefit due to negligible VE
This project was not subject to PSD preconstruction review in accordance with Rule 62-212.400, F.A.C.  
NOTICES AND PUBLICATION
On July 12, 2013 the Department received an application from the TEC for a concurrent Air Construction Permit Modification and a Revised Title V Air Operation Permit to remove the annual VE testing requirement for the solid fuel handling system.  On August 20, 2013, the Permitting Authority gave notice of its intent to issue an Air Construction Permit Modification and a Revised Draft/Proposed Title V Air Operation Permit to the applicant for the described project.  The applicant published the Public Notice for this project on August 27, 2013 in The Ledger a Lakeland newspaper in Polk County.  An electronic version of the draft and final Air Constriction Permit Modification packages are available on the following web site by entering permit number:
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/air/emission/apds/default.asp.
COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT AIR CONSTRUCTION PERMIT
No comments were received from the public or the EPA during the 14-day comment period for the Air Construction Permit Modification that ended on September 9, 2013.  The applicant submitted one comment on the Air Construction Permit Modification by electronic mail on September 3, 2013.  The comment pertains to how the slag pile at the PPS is stored.  The language in the permit requires TEC to store all materials except tires, petroleum coke, and coal under a roof on compacted clay or concrete, or in enclosed vessels.  However, since the initial startup of the PPS, the slag pile has been stored on a double – lined High Density Polyethylene (HDPE) liner.  The language in the permit was changed to reflect this fact.

CONCLUSION
The final action of the Department is to issue the draft permit as the final permit with the minor correction mentioned above.
