MEMORANDUM & TECHNICAL EVALUATION AND PRELIMINARY DETERMINATION
TO: 

Mara Grace Nasca

District Air Program Administrator

THRU: 
Cindy Zhang-Torres, P.E.
Air Permitting Supervisor

FROM: 
Jim McDonald
Air Permitting Engineer

DATE:  
January 29, 2010
SUBJECT: 
Draft Permit Nos.: 1030153-010-AC and 1030153-011-AO
Facility Name: HOWCO Environmental Services, Inc.
Day 90: 
March 17, 2010
From the information below, the PCDEM and I recommend the Intent to Issue for Construction Permit No. 1030153-010-AC and Operation Permit No. 1030153-011-AO be signed.
On December 17, 2009, the Department received (w/fee) from HOWCO Environmental Services, Inc. a request to modify their oil recycling facility located in Pinellas County  at 843 43rd Street South in St. Petersburg.  Specifically, the request was to allow the hot oil heater to burn reclaimed (used) fuel oil to have a flash point below 100 degrees Fahrenheit.
On January 27, 2010, Cindy Zhang-Torres and I discussed this request with Jim Dregne and Beth Knauss of the Department’s Southwest District hazardous waste section.  Both Jim Dregne and Beth Knauss stated that HOWCO Environmental Services, Inc.’s request qualifies for an exemption of the hazardous waste rules per Title 40, Code of Federal Regulations, Section 279.60(a)(2).
Therefore, after also reviewing the current permit 1030153-009-AO the following changes are addressed in these permits:

-
allow the oil heater to burn reclaimed (used) fuel oil that has a flash point below 100 degrees Fahrenheit;


-
add a work practice requirement regarding the procedure to re-direct an oil heater’s thermal oil coming from the burner to the correct processing oil tanks (cookers);


-
change the retention of records at the facility from 5 years to 3 years;


-
clarify that the visible emissions test report of the oil heater’s stack is not required to be submitted with the air permit renewal application, but does need to be submitted within 45 days of testing;

-
require the visible emissions test of the oil heater’s stack is to be conducted at least 105 days prior to and no more than 365 days prior to the date of January 31, 2011 (the expiration date of the facility’s current operation permit), instead of during the 12 month period prior to January 31, 2011;


-
require one recent month of records be submitted with a permit renewal application, instead of two months; and

-
require fuel oil used in the oil heater to be analyzed with the appropriate ASTM method or EPA approved methods, instead of using out-dated ASTM methods.

-
clarify the oil heater’s maximum allowable fuel oil usage rate of 34.5 gallons/hour is based on a daily average.

-
Added a daily recordkeeping requirement (Specific Condition No. C.12.) to document the hours the oil heater burns reclaimed fuel oil if the last visible emission test was conducted when burning new No. 2 fuel oil in order to determine when a new visible emission test burning reclaimed fuel oil is required. 
This document serves as the Technical Evaluation and Preliminary Determination for these modifications, since the changes proposed above will not change process rates, potential emissions, actual emissions, and allowable emissions.  Therefore, this document will be posted with the draft permits.
An e-mail dated January 4, 2010, from Gary Robbins of the PCDEM states he has no objections to these permits being issued.

