Project Summary

Okeelanta Power L.P.

Project No. 0990332-013-AC

Draft Permit No. PSD-FL-196L

Okeelanta Power L.P. requested the addition of natural gas as a supplemental fuel for the biomass boilers at the Okeelanta Cogeneration Plant located near the city of South Bay in western Palm Beach County.  As discussed in the Technical Evaluation, the biomass boilers were determined to be “electric utility steam generating units”.  As such, the applicant projected that future representative actual annual emissions will not trigger any PSD significant emissions rates as a result of this project.  Therefore, the project is not subject to PSD at this time.  However, the applicant is required to submit reports for five representative years of normal operations after completion of construction to ensure that the actual annual emissions do not exceed the PSD significant emissions rates as a result of this project.  If the actual emissions do exceed the PSD significant emissions rates, the project is subject to PSD at that time and BACT must be determined for each significant pollutant.  A rigorous analysis of the applicable rules is detailed in a similar determination for the Pinellas County Resource Recovery Facility’s Capital Replacement Project (Project No. 1030117-003-AC, Permit Nos. PSD-FL-011B & PSD-FL-098B).

The addition of natural gas is not expected to result in increased hourly emissions, however the project is a physical change affecting emissions and requires an air construction permit.  Applicable requirements of NSPS Subpart Da were included because natural gas becomes a new regulated fuel under this subpart.  Because no increases in hourly or annual emissions are expected, no additional air quality analysis was required.  The Final Permit authorizes installation of natural gas burners.  See the Technical Evaluation and Preliminary Determination for a detailed review of this project.

