FINAL DETERMINATION

Okeelanta Power L.P. – Addition of Natural Gas

Palm Beach County


Notice and Publication

The Department distributed a public notice package on December 4, 2000 for a project that will add natural gas as a supplemental fuel to the biomass boilers at Okeelanta Power L.P.’s cogeneration plant located 6 miles south of South Bay on U.S. Highway 27.  The applicant published the required notice of the project in The Palm Beach Post on December 20, 2000.  The Department received the proof of publication on January 3, 2000.

Applicant’s Comments

On December 21, 2000, the Department received comments from the applicant regarding the Draft Permit.  The following summarizes the comments and the Department’s responses.

1. Typographical Error:  The applicant noted that “natural as” should be corrected to “natural gas” throughout the Cover Letter, Intent to Issue Air Construction Permit, and Public Notice.

Response:  The Department agrees and corrected the error.

2. Permit Conditions Revision Letter:

29.a
The applicant notes that the approval indicates the gas burners would be located in the “upper” corners, but the exact position has not yet been determined.  The applicant requests removal of the word “upper”.

Response:  The Department agrees to the correction.

29.e(2)
The applicant notes that the past actual SO2 emissions should be 133.23 tons per year and not 169.98 tons per year based on the latest information submittal (11/14/00).

Response:  The Department agrees to this correction and will remove the related “permitting note” regarding past actual SO2 emissions.  Also, the order of the rows were changed.

The applicant notes that the summary table indicates future PM/PM10 emissions will be higher than the previous potential emissions.

Response:  The Department will correct this error in the summary table.  The cogeneration boilers were not in compliance with the particulate matter standards and can not benefit from non-compliance.  The following note was added to clarify, “Potential emissions used due to non-compliance issues.”

29.f(1)
The applicant does not believe that NSPS Subpart Da establishes an emission limit for SO2 when firing natural gas, only that “zero reduction” is required when firing a gaseous fuel with SO2 emissions less than 0.20 lb/mmBTU.

Response:  The Department believes that NSPS Subpart Da establishes both the emissions standard and the percent reduction.  No change was made.

3. Technical Evaluation and Preliminary Determination:

2.0  Proposed Project:  The applicant states that the note regarding coal firing has no bearing on the project and should be deleted.  Also, the word “upper” should be deleted from the description of the new gas burner locations.

Response:  The Department retained the note regarding coal firing because it reiterates the Department’s previously stated position regarding coal.  The word “upper” was deleted from the description of the new gas burner locations.

3.0  Emissions:  The applicant notes that the permit limit (Table 3.0a) for lead when firing wood should be 16,000 E-07.  As described previously, the actual SO2 emissions (Table 3.0b and 4.3a) should be 133.23 tons per year, so the future actual SO2 emissions above which may trigger PSD review should be 173.2 tons per year.

Response:  The Department agrees and will correct the lead emissions limit and SO2 emissions rates.

Other Comments

The Department did not receive any comments from EPA Region 4, the National Parks Service, the South District Office, the Palm Beach County Health Department, or the public.  To clarify the PSD review implications, the Department added the following descriptive text to the first paragraph of the Revision Letter:

“The Department determined that the cogeneration boilers qualified as electric utility steam generating units.  Therefore, the applicant is allowed to project “representative actual annual emissions” in accordance with Rule 62-210.200(12)(d), F.A.C. and 40 CFR 52.21(b)(33).  According to the applicant’s projected emissions, the project will not result in a PSD significant net emissions increase after the change.”

CONCLUSION

The final action of the Department is to issue the permit with the changes mentioned above and to correct minor typographical errors.  As detailed in the previously issued Technical Evaluation and Preliminary Determination, the cogeneration boilers are considered electric utility steam generating units.  In accordance with Rule 62-210.200(12)(d), F.A.C. and 40 CFR 52.21(b)(33), the applicant projects that the net emissions increase will not be PSD significant.  Therefore, no determinations of the Best Available Control Technology (BACT) were required.  Additional details of this analysis may be obtained by contacting the project engineer at 850/488-0114 or the Department’s Bureau of Air Regulation at Mail Station #5505, 2600 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2400.
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