Project Summary

Okeelanta Power L.P. - Cogeneration Plant

Extend Operation of Sugar Mill Boilers as Standby Units

Project No. 0990332-011-AC

Air Permit No. PSD-FL-196K

Okeelanta Power L.P. operates a biomass cogeneration plant located near Highway 27, approximately 6 miles south of South Bay in Palm Beach County, Florida.  Okeelanta Corporation operates a sugar mill and refinery at an adjacent location.  For the purposes of the Department’s PSD preconstruction review and Title V operating permit programs, the two plants are considered to be a single facility.  The original PSD permit for the cogeneration plant allowed very limited simultaneous operation of the existing sugar mill boilers with the new units in order to demonstrate commercial operation.  The original PSD permit also required permanent shutdown of the sugar mill boilers by January 1, 1999, which was later extended to April 1, 2001.

The applicant requested an additional two-year extension with the capability of simultaneous operation of the sugar mill boilers with the cogeneration boilers.  The Final Permit:

· Allows sugar mill Boiler No. 16 to remain and operate as a standby unit if one or more of the cogeneration boilers is shutdown, in accordance with the original PSD permit;

· Extends emergency standby operation of the sugar mill Boiler Nos. 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, 12, 14, and 15 for an additional two years, but only for electrical or mechanical failure of all three cogeneration boilers;

· Prohibits simultaneous operation of any of sugar mill Boiler Nos. 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, 12, 14, and 15 with any of the cogeneration boilers; and

· Requires sugar mill Boiler Nos. 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, 12, 14, and 15 to be permanently shut down and rendered incapable of operation no later than October 1, 2002.

Because simultaneous operation of the sugar mill boilers with the cogeneration boilers is so restricted, there are no changes to the previous modeling impacts that were relied upon to permit the existing sugar mill boilers or to permit the cogeneration plant.

