FINAL DETERMINATION


PERMITTEE

Atlantic Sugar Association, Inc.

P.O. Box 1570

Belle Glade, FL  33430

Permitting Authority

Florida Department of Environmental Protection

Division of Air Resources Management

Bureau of Air Regulation

New Source Review Section

2600 Blair Stone Road, MS #5505

Tallahassee, Florida,  32399-2400

PROJECT

Project No. 0990016-005-AC

PSD Permit No. PSD-FL-078B

The Atlantic Sugar Association, Inc. operates a sugar mill located approximately 16 miles east of Belle Glade on State Road 880 in Palm Beach County, Florida.  This permit is a modification of previous Permit No. PSD-FL-078A to incorporate oxygen and carbon monoxide process parameters representing good combustion practices for Boiler No. 5 at the sugar mill.

NOTICE AND PUBLICATION

The Department distributed an “Intent to Issue Permit” package on May 23, 2002.  The applicant published the “Public Notice of Intent to Issue” in The Palm Beach Post on June 10, 2002.  The Department received the proof of publication on June 24, 2002.  No requests for administrative hearings were filed.

COMMENTS

No comments on the Draft Permit were received from the public, the Department’s South District Office, or the Palm Beach County Health Department.  Comments were received from the applicant as noted below.

Specific Condition No. 3, Permitting Note

Request:  The applicant requests clarification that the design steam conditions of 550° F, 250 psig, and an enthalpy of 1290 Btu/lb steam should be considered as a maximum and not as fixed values.  In addition, the applicant notes that the nominal feedwater conditions of 240° F, 400 psig, and an enthalpy of 210 Btu/lb should be considered as typical parameters as long as the net enthalpy of 1080 BTU/lb remains as a maximum and no other significant changes are made to the plant.

Response:  As mentioned later in the permitting note, the steam production limits define the permitted capacity of this boiler and are the basis of the limits on the maximum heat input and fuel firing rates.  This is the justification for identifying the steam and feedwater parameters in the permit.  The note does not indicate that the boiler must be operated at these conditions at all times, but does require advance notice of any changes that would affect the “designed” steam conditions.  The note is clarified as follows:

“Any changes to these design steam conditions parameters shall require prior approval of the New Source Review Section and may require a permit modification.

Specific Condition No. 23(e)

Request:  The applicant requests that the requirement to monitor the CO flue gas content be reported in “ppm” instead of “percent” to be consistent with Specific Condition No. 8 and Appendix GCP.

Response:  The Department agrees and corrected the reporting units for flue gas CO content from “percent” to “ppm” accordingly.

CONCLUSION

Specific Condition No. 8

Correction:  The Department identified an inconsistency in the first sentence of this specific condition with the last sentence of the paragraph under “Purpose of GCP Plan” in Appendix GCP.  Specific Condition No. 8 was corrected to:

The boiler operators shall use the “good combustion practices (GCPs)” defined in Appendix GCP to minimize emissions of CO, NOx, PM, and VOC while optimizing NOx emissions from Boiler No. 5.  

In addition to the changes noted above, only minor revisions were made to correct typographical errors.  The final action of the Department is to issue the permit with the changes described above.
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