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Letter of Authorization - Extension 

 

Dear Mr. McDonald: 

The Department acknowledges receipt of your request dated February 15, 2016 to extend the trial period allowing 

for the burning of wood pellet fuel in the No. 6 Power Boiler for an additional 3 months.  On October 28, 2015, 

the Department approved your extension request to burn the wood pellet fuel for an additional 4 months trial 

period.  The Department approves your request to burn the wood pellet fuel in the No. 6 Power Boiler for an 

additional 3 months subject to the following provisions and restrictions: 

1. Trial Period:  For purposes of the trial period, once wood pellet fuel is first fired in the No. 6 Power Boiler, 

the permittee shall have a total of 270 calendar days to complete the trial burn (the initial approved 60 

calendar days plus the additional 210 calendar days).   

2. Temporary Alternative Fuel:  During the trial period, the permittee is authorized to fire wood pellet fuel 

subject to the following: 

a. The permittee is authorized to accept wood pellet fuel manufactured by the Fram Renewable Fuels 

L.L.C. (supplier). 

b. The Fernandina Beach Sulfite Pulp Mill anticipates that up to 500 green short tons per week of the 

wood pellet fuel will be burned in No. 6 Power Boiler. 

c. The wood pellet fuel shall be delivered to the Fernandina Beach Sulfite Pulp Mill in covered trucks 

and stored onsite outside until the material is burned.  The Fernandina Beach Sulfite Pulp Mill shall 

follow reasonable precautions such as watering down the wood pellet material, as necessary, to 

respond to fugitive dust emissions. 

3. Emission Standards/Limitations:  The Fernandina Beach Sulfite Pulp Mill shall continue to be required to 

comply with all existing valid permit conditions during the trial period. 

4. Emissions Monitoring:  The Fernandina Beach Sulfite Pulp Mill shall continue to monitor nitrogen oxides, 

sulfur dioxide and carbon monoxide emissions with the existing certified continuous emissions monitoring 

systems, and opacity with the existing certified continuous opacity monitoring system.  This data shall be 

compared with baseline data and used to determine the corresponding emissions impacts from firing the wood 

pellet fuel. 
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5. Notifications, Reports, and Recordkeeping:   

a. The permittee shall maintain a written log of the date of each delivery and the amount of wood pellet 

fuel delivered.   

b. Within 60 days of completing the trial burn, the permittee shall submit a report to the Compliance 

Authority summarizing: any problems encountered with unloading, storing, handling or firing the 

wood pellet fuel; the average firing rate of the wood pellet fuel in the No. 6 Power Boiler; the 

emissions monitoring data; and a conclusion as to the feasibility and practicality of wood pellets as 

fuel.  The report shall specifically identify any problems that occurred during the trial and the 

expected cause of the problem. 

The Department will consider this action final unless a timely petition for an administrative hearing is filed 

pursuant to Sections 120.569 and 120.57, of the Florida Statutes (F.S.).  Mediation under Section 120.573, F.S., 

will not be available for this proposed action. 

A person whose substantial interests are affected by the proposed decision may petition for an administrative 

hearing in accordance with Sections 120.569 and 120.57, F.S.  The petition must contain the information set forth 

below and must be filed (received) in the Department’s Office of General Counsel, MS #35, 3900 Commonwealth 

Boulevard, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000.  Petitions filed by the applicant or any of the parties listed below 

must be filed within 14 days of receipt of this notice.  Petitions filed by any other person must be filed within 14 

days of receipt of this proposed action.  A petitioner must mail a copy of the petition to the applicant at the 

address indicated above, at the time of filing.  The failure of any person to file a petition within the appropriate 

time period shall constitute a waiver of that person’s right to request an administrative determination (hearing) 

under Sections 120.569 and 120.57, F.S., or to intervene in this proceeding and participate as a party to it.  Any 

subsequent intervention will be only at the approval of the presiding officer upon the filing of a motion in 

compliance with Rule 28-106.205, F.A.C. 

A petition that disputes the material facts on which the Department’s action is based must contain the following 

information:  (a) The name and address of each agency affected and each agency’s file or identification number, if 

known; (b) The name, address, and telephone number of the petitioner; the name, address and telephone number 

of the petitioner’s representative, if any, which shall be the address for service purposes during the course of the 

proceeding; and an explanation of how the petitioner’s substantial interests will be affected by the agency 

determination; (c) A statement of how and when each petitioner received notice of the agency action or proposed 

action; (d) A statement of all disputed issues of material fact.  If there are none, the petition must so indicate; (e) 

A concise statement of the ultimate facts alleged, as well as the rules and statutes which entitle the petitioner to 

relief; (f) A statement of the specific rules or statutes the petitioner contends require reversal or modification of 

the agency’s proposed action; and, (g) A statement of the relief sought by the petitioner, stating precisely the 

action petitioner wishes the agency to take with respect to the agency’s proposed action. 

A petition that does not dispute the material facts upon which the permitting authority’s action is based shall state 

that no such facts are in dispute and otherwise shall contain the same information as set forth above, as required 

by Rule 28-106.301, F.A.C. 

Because the administrative hearing process is designed to formulate final agency action, the filing of a petition 

means that the Department’s final action may be different from the position taken by it in this notice.  Persons 

whose substantial interests will be affected by any such final decision of the permitting authority on the 

application have the right to petition to become a party to the proceeding, in accordance with the requirements set 

forth above. 

Any party to this order has the right to seek judicial review of it under Section 120.68, F.S., by the filing of a 

Notice of Appeal, under Rule 9.110 of the Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure, with the Clerk of the Department 

in the Office of General Counsel, 3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, Mail Station #35, Tallahassee, Florida, 32399-
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3000; and, by filing a copy of the Notice of Appeal accompanied by the applicable filing fees with the appropriate 

District Court of Appeal.  The Notice of Appeal must be filed within thirty days from the date this notice is filed 

with the Clerk of the permitting authority. 

Executed in Jacksonville, Florida. 

 

 

Julie R. Hudson                    

Environmental Manager 

Permitting Program 

 

 

 

FILING AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT & CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
Filed on this date pursuant to § 120.52, Florida Statutes, with the designated Department Clerk, receipt of which is 

hereby acknowledged.  The undersigned hereby certifies that this this Letter of Authorization, the Technical 

Evaluation, and all copies were sent before the close of business on February 16, 2016 to the listed persons. 

 

Mr. C. A. McDonald, General Manager:  (ca.mcdonald@rayonieram.com)  

Mr. David Rogers, Manager, Environmental Operations: (david.rogers@rayonieram.com)  

 
 

_________________________  February 16, 2016 

Clerk                                       Date 
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