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PERMITTEE
Florida Biomass Energy (FBE), LLC
9040 Town Center Parkway
Bradenton, Florida 34202
PERMITTING AUTHORITY
Florida Department of Environmental Protection (Department)
Division of Air Resource Management
Bureau of Air Regulation, Special Projects Section
2600 Blair Stone Road, MS #5505
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2400
PROJECT
DEP File No. 0810226-001-AC
FBE Biomass Project
60 MW Power Plant
Manatee County
The project involves the construction of a net 60 MW electric power plant utilizing a grate-type suspension boiler (GSB), fueled by clean woody biomass.  The GSB will provide steam to a steam turbine generator (STG).  The proposed plant will be located in Manatee County at 11805 US Highway 41 North near Port Manatee, Palmetto, Manatee County.  The plant will be located immediately west of U.S. Highway 41 and approximately 2 miles southwest of the Manatee County municipal airport.  The GSB will use biodiesel or ultra low sulfur distillate (ULSD) fuel oil as startup, shutdown and bed stabilization fuels.  Biodiesel or ULSD fuel oil will also be used as the fuels for all emergency equipment.
NOTICES AND PUBLICATION
FBE, LLC submitted an air construction permit application on October 13, 2009.  On February 26, 2010, the Department gave notice of its intent to issue an air permit to the applicant for the project described above.  The applicant published the Public Notice of Intent to Issue Air Permit for this project on March 1, 2010 in The Bradenton Herald.  The permitting file is available at:
www.dep.state.fl.us/Air/emission/bioenergy/port_manatee.htm 
PETITION FOR ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING
On March 12, 2010 U.S. Funding Group, LLC (Funding Group) filed a Petition for Administrative Hearing with the Department requesting referral of the matter to the Division of Administrative Hearings (DOAH) for an administrative hearing pursuant to Section 120.57 and 120.569, Florida Statutes (F.S.).
The original petition and entire case record are available in the docket for DOAH Case No. 10-1680 at:
DOAH FBE Docket  
On June 11, 2010, Funding Group joined by the Department and FBE filed a Stipulated Notice of Voluntary Dismissal and Release of Jurisdiction.  The Stipulation included:
· Revised emissions tables, particularly for hazardous air pollutants (HAP);
· Letters from equipment vendors regarding the capabilities of the air pollution control equipment;
· Assurances that carbon monoxide (CO) and HAP emissions limits will be carried forward into a future Title V Operation Permit; and
· Acknowledgment that the facility will need to compensate for possible increased emissions when using fuels having greater chloride or sulfur content than assumed in the application (through the use of the in-duct sorbent injection system).
On June 14, 2010 DOAH issued an Order Relinquishing Jurisdiction to the Department to issue a Final Air Construction Permit reflecting the Draft Air Construction Permit.
COMMENTS FROM FBE REGARDING THE DRAFT PERMIT
A total of four comments on the draft permit package were received from FBE.  Two of the comments involved the draft permit and are addressed below.  The other two comments pertained to the Technical Evaluation and Preliminary Determination and are not addressed here.
1. “The project description references the location of the project as “in” Port Manatee.  The physical address and the UTM coordinates are accurate, but the proposed facility is “near” Port, not in Port Manatee.”
Response:  This change to the permit is inconsequential.  The Department will make the changes in the Project subsection on page 1 of the permit and the Proposed Project subsection on page 3 of the permit to clarify the location of the proposed facility.
1. “Section 3.B, Condition 2.a (page 12)—please revise the language to read: “The control efficiency of the electrostatic precipitator (ESP) shall be is estimated at 99.9% as demonstrated by an initial limit of 0.01 gr/dscf….” The intent is to achieve the agreed upon emission limit and not demonstrate the stated control efficiency, which implies upstream and downstream testing.  This is resource intensive and unnecessary as long as the limit is being achieved.”
Response:  This change to the permit is not necessary.  The control efficiency of the ESP will be demonstrated by meeting the ESP outlet loading emission limit of 0.01 grains per dry standard cubic feet (gr/dscf).  Actual control efficiency testing of the ESP is not required by the permit.  The Department will not make the requested change to the permit.
CONCLUSION
The final action of the Department is to issue the final permit reflecting the draft permit with the minor revisions discussed above.
