FINAL DETERMINATION


PERMITTEE

North Florida Lumber, Inc.
P.O. Box 610

Bristol, FL 32321
Permitting Authority

Florida Department of Environmental Protection (Department)
Division of Air Resource Management

Bureau of Air Regulation, New Source Review Section
2600 Blair Stone Road, MS #5505

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2400

PROJECT

Air Permit No. 0770007-014-AC

PSD-FL-407, Air Construction Permit
Bristol Saw Mill, Kiln 2 Expansion Project
This permit authorizes the expansion of lumber drying Kiln 2 and an increase in production.
NOTICE AND PUBLICATION

The Department distributed a draft minor air construction permit package on August 4, 2009.  The applicant published the Public Notice in The Calhoun – Liberty Journal on August 12, 2009.  The Department received the proof of publication on August 17, 2009.  

COMMENTS
No comments on the Draft Permit were received from the public, the Department’s Northwest District Office or the applicant.  The following summarizes comments received from the EPA Region 4 Office on August 31, 2009 and the Department’s response. 

Comment:  The preliminary determination should have contained an analysis as to whether or not PM10 is a reasonable surrogate for PM2.5.
Response:  On September 16, 1997, EPA revised the national ambient air quality standards (AAQS) for particulate matter, which includes a new national AAQS for PM2.5.  As EPA mentioned in its guidance dated October 23, 1997, there are significant technical difficulties with respect to PM2.5 monitoring, emissions estimation and modeling.  Florida did implement an ambient monitoring program for PM2.5.  The guidance recommended the use of PM10 as a surrogate for PM2.5 in meeting New Source Review (NSR) requirements under the Clean Air Act, including the permit programs for Prevention of Significant Deterioration of Air Quality (PSD).  Meeting these measures in the interim will serve as a surrogate approach for reducing PM2.5 emissions and protecting air quality.  Florida is in the process of revising its State Implementation Plan to address the new PM2.5 AAQS, PSD significant emissions rates and ambient air quality impact thresholds for modeling analyses as required by EPA for approved states by 2011.  Until state regulations support PSD preconstruction review for PM2.5 emissions, limiting PM10 emissions and precursors of PM2.5 (e.g., SAM, SO2 and NOX) will be used as a surrogate as suggested by EPA’s guidance memoranda.
For this project, there are no expected increases in actual emissions of SO2 or NOX, which are precursors of PM2.5.  In addition, the relatively small estimated increase in PM10 emissions (4.5 tons per year) is from the handling and processing of additional logs, which is capable of being accommodated by the existing equipment and could have been deducted from the estimated emissions increase.  The Department does not expect the project to cause adverse impacts related to PM2.5 emissions.

CONCLUSION

The final action of the Department is to issue the permit with no changes.
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