Memo to File

From:
Bob Kriegel

Date:
February 22, 2001

Re:
Application for Renewal Operation Permit, National Linen Service, 

Leon County;  Application no. 0730065-002-AO

We received a renewal operating permit application from National Linen Service January 29, 2001 without a permit application fee.  We received additional correspondence February 21, 2001 advising that the boiler had been replaced with the same type unit, but downsized from 500 Hp to 400 Hp, and advising that a permit application fee was enclosed.  Ben Wilson confirms that a $1000 operating permit application fee was received.    

The application identifies one emission unit, steam boiler no. 1, described as a single process/production unit/steam boiler with a maximum heat input of 16.8 MMBtu/hr.  

Attachment 1 to the application is a VE test done 12/21/00 identifying emissions with a maximum opacity of 5%.  

Attachment II to the application is a BP fuels analysis, showing a sulfur content of 0.2%.

Attachments III and IV to the application are a boiler operations plans and checklists.  

Danielle Brown from our Tallahasse Branch Office inspected the facility January 11, and noted the facility was in compliance.  She commented that a replacement boiler had been installed, which appeared to be the same as the old boiler, and that the facility uses natural gas and occasionally no. 2 fuel oil with a sulfur content of 0.39%.  Her inspection includes notes of an external inspection of the new boiler done by Bill Bonnett, a Hartford Steam Boiler Inspector, 12/09/00 that indicates:

· the boiler is a Superior, FTSM-2 Pass unit with a Gordon-Platt burner, year 2000.

· the boiler was tested burning natural gas.  

· the boiler has a max heat input of 16.8 MMBtu

· the boiler was installed in July, 2000

It seems to me that:

· Construction of the replacement boiler required a prior construction permit; the construction of this boiler without a permit raises both C/E issues, and application “reasonable assurance” issues.

· The replacement boiler has a greater heat input, and potentially greater emissions than the prior boiler. Natural gas, however, will be a much preferred and cleaner fuel.

· The replacement boiler will be subject to 40 CFR 60, Subpart Dc since the heat capacity is greater than 10 MMBtu/hr.  Requirements for a natural gas boiler will be minimal.  If oil is used as an alternate fuel additional requirements will include a sulfur limit of 0.5% S by weight [40 CFR 60.42c(d)], as well as additional monitoring (VE) if operation exceeds 400 hours/year (Rule 62-297.310(7)(a)3, F.A.C.) 

· The replacement boiler could be exempt from permitting pursuant to

      Rule 62-210.300(3)(a)2 if fuel is limited to either natural gas and 0.05%S fuel 

Oil [(16.8 MMBtu/hr)x(one MMCF/1100 MMBtu)x8760 = 134 MMCF/year]     

Permit 0730065-001-AO was issued April 25, 1996 with an expiration date of April 25, 2001 for the operation of a steam boiler with a maximum heat input of 9.34 MMBtu/hr fueled by no. 4 fuel oil with a maximum sulfur content of 0.9%.  Conditions of the permit include:


SC 2.
Limits heat input to 9.34 MMBtu/hr.


SC 3.  
Limits sulfur content of no. 4 fuel oil to 0.9%.


SC 4.
Limits operation to 3120 hours/year

SC 5.
Limits visible emissions to 20% opacity except for up to two minute/hr at not more than 40%.

SC 7.  Requires annual VE testing between November 1 and December 31. 




Information in ARMS includes:


VE Testing:


Year
Date

Test







% opacity




2000
12/21/2000
0




1999
11/14/99
1.9




1998
11/2/98
0




1997
1/20/98
0




1996
2/14/97
0

SC 8.  Requires application for a renewal operating permit prior to February 25, 2001.  



Application submitted January 29, 2001; fee submitted February 21, 2001.

I suggest we advise that the application is incomplete; a draft letter is attached.

February 23, 2001

Ira Gene Harris

National Linen Service

2118 Lake Bradford Rd

Tallahassee FL 32304

Dear Mr. Harris:


This is to acknowledge receipt of your application, file number 0730065-002-AO, for a renewal operating permit for the National Linen Service Tallahassee 379 facility.  This letter constitutes notice that a permit will be required for your project pursuant to Chapter 403, Florida Statutes.


Your application for permit is incomplete.  Please provide the information listed below promptly.  Evaluation of your proposed project will be delayed until all requested information has been received.

· Your application indicates the previously permitted 9.34 MMBtu/hr heat input steam boiler has been replaced with a dual fuel 16.8 MMBtu/hr steam boiler.  We believe the construction required a permit from the Department prior to construction.  Please advise of any permits obtained for the construction of the replacement boiler.  Failure to obtain such a permit may result in compliance enforcement actions, or may be considered in the evaluation of any subsequent applications.  

· A construction permit establishes basic federally enforceable emissions unit parameters, including identification, size, emissions, operating, testing, and reporting requirements, etc.  These have not been established for this unit; and an after-the-fact construction permit application should be submitted.  Alternatively, we may consider denial of this operating permit renewal application.


We believe the replacement boiler is subject to the requirements of 40 CFR 60 Subpart Dc, which limits fuel oil sulfur to a maximum of 0.5% by weight.  We suggest that the back up fuel be modified accordingly.  Alternatively, Rule 62-210.300(3)(a)2, F.A.C., would exempt this facility from permitting if the fuels were limited to natural gas and 0.05%S fuel oil.   


We have enclosed a copy of our review notes for your information.  If you have any questions or comments, please contact Bob Kriegel at (850) 595-8364, extension 1231.  When referring to this project, please use the file number indicated above.  








     Sincerely,








     Sandra F. Veazey








     Air Program Administrator

SFV:bkc

Enclosure

