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April 26, 2007
BY ELECTRONIC MAIL

oroed@greencirclebio.com
Mr. Olaf Roed, President
Green Circle Bio Energy, Inc.
228 Harrison Avenue, Suite 104

Panama City, Florida 32401
Dear Mr. Roed:

This is to acknowledge receipt of your application, file number 0630058-001-AC, for a construction permit for the Cottondale FL Wood Pellet Plant in Jackson County.  This letter constitutes notice that a permit will be required for your project pursuant to Chapter 403, Florida Statutes.

Your application for permit is incomplete.  Please provide the information listed below.  Evaluation of your proposed project will be delayed until all requested information has been received.

· Provide an updated facility site plan (ENV-1) which contains corrected misidentified stacks. 

· Provide an updated process flow diagram which contains corrected misidentified stacks. 

· Provide a detailed description of how Cyclone Nos. 1 & 2 separate wood chips from combustion gases and why there are no combustion gases escaping with the wood chips. 

· Regarding the facility’s operations, please provide a narrative and description of each process.
· If you have any actual pollutant emissions data for the proposed processes, please provide.
· If you have any vendor’s documentation of the process equipment, please provide.
· For Appendix A06, the Table listed as “Summary of the Potential to Emit Calculations”, provide the calculations for the values (lbs/hour) shown in the table, including any assumptions and reference material.
· For Appendix A06, the Table listed as “Summary of the Potential to Emit Calculations”, specifically for the “Drying Process”, references are made to AP-42, Chapter 1, Section 6 emissions factors.  Identify the table and the emissions factor(s) that were used.
· For the Dryer Lines and the Pelletizing Lines in Appendix A05 for Rule Applicability, you indicated that the allowable particulate matter (PM) limits are to be based on the Process Weight Table at Rule 62-296.320(4)(a), F.A.C.  If so, then the total potential/allowable PM emissions would be 1,024 TPY and exceed the 250 TPY major threshold, which would make the proposed project subject to the PSD new source  review (NSR) requirements pursuant to Rule 62-212.400, F.A.C.  If this is accurate, then please submit an addendum to the application that addresses the PSD NSR requirements.  Please comment.
· In the application pages for the Dryers 1 and 2, specifically on the dryer and RTO, it is stated in the emissions factor’s sections for calculating the potential emissions: “Guaranteed emission rates provided by the supplier for the dryer and RTO; AP-42 for bark fuel combustor”.  Please provide these guarantees from the supplier as well as the design specifications for the emissions units.
· For the Dryers 1 and 2, complete the pollutant allowable emissions and the visible emissions pages of the application, specifically Sections F.2 and G.
· For the steam generating furnaces (boilers), you have indicated that they are subject to the regulations of 40 CFR 60, Subpart Db, Standards of Performance for Industrial-Commercial-Institutional Steam Generating Units.  In addition, the boilers are subject to the regulations at Rule 62-296.406, Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.), Fossil Fuel Steam Generators with Less Than 250 Million Btu Per Hour Heat Input, New and Existing Emissions Units, which requires a Best Available Control Technology (BACT) for both PM and sulfur dioxide (SO2).  The diesel fuel oil that you propose to use has a sulfur content of 0.3 percent, by weight.  In Florida, the default BACT determination for small boilers subject to this rule is currently 0.05 percent, by weight, or the use of natural gas or propane.  Please comment.  Also, submit a BACT determination for the pollutants PM and SO2 per Rules 62-296.406(2) & (3), F.A.C., respectively.
· For the “Pelletizing Process”, specifically for the “Pellet Counter Coolers”, what is the aerodynamic diameter distribution of the PM being emitted from the process to the cyclones?
· For the “Pelletizing Process”, specifically for the “Pellet Counter Coolers”, it is indicated in the application that the moisture is NA (not applicable).  Is there no moisture in this particular part of this operation?  If not, then why were cyclones (2 parallel cyclones) selected as the control devices for PM emissions and not a fabric filter (baghouse) control system?
· For the “Pelletizing Process”, is there any binder(s) being used to form the pellets?
· The throughputs for Lines 1 and 3 are 23.7 tons per hour (TPH) and for Line 2 is 29.6 TPH, yet the design parameters of the control devices are all identical, including the actual volumetric flow rate.  Is this correct?  Please comment and correct if appropriate
· For the Pelletizing Lines 1, 2 and 3, complete the pollutant allowable emissions and the visible emissions pages of the application, specifically Sections F.2. and G. 
· For the fabric filter controls designated for the Pelletizing Process (Lines 1 thru 3), provide the design specifications, including the number of compartments, number of bags per compartment, the air-to-cloth ratio, and the bag cleaning process cycle.  Also, provide the vendor’s guarantees for the collection efficiency and the emission rate (i.e., grains per dry standard cubic foot).
· In the Pelletizing Process Flow Diagram, it appears that there are mislabeled emission units (EUs).  Please verify the information for EU 06, specifically Stacks P3-2 and P3-3 and correct the data where appropriate. 
· For the Bulk Load-out operations, complete the pollutant allowable emissions and the visible emissions pages of the application, specifically Sections F.2. and G.
· For the fabric filter controls designated for the Bulk Load-out operations, provide the design specifications, including the number of compartments, number of bags per compartment, the air-to-cloth ration, and the bag cleaning process.  Also, provide the vendor’s guarantees for the collection efficiency and the emission rate (i.e., grains per dry standard cubic foot).
· In Appendix A05 for Rule Applicability, you indicated that the RACT standard applies at Rule 62-296.711, F.A.C., for Material Handling, Crushing, Screening, Grinding and Storage.  Please identify which process(es) that you believe that the standard applies.  Since the proposed site lies in the State that is designated as attainment, then the RACT standards do not apply.  Please correct if appropriate.     
· Provide the operational cycle for the log processing and storage operation.
· After debarking the logs and processing the logs into sawdust, does the sawdust go directly into the drying and pelletizing process or does it go to the storage pile prior to processing through the drying and pelletizing process?
· Once the sawdust is placed in the storage pile, how long is it stored prior to processing?
· After debarking the logs, how long is the bark stored prior to using in the furnaces?
· Calculate the volatile organic compounds (VOC) emissions from the storage of bark and sawdust?  The NCASI Bulletin No. 723 has been provided to assist you in estimating the VOC emissions from these piles.
When referring to this project, please use the file number indicated above.  Be aware your response must be appropriately certified, as necessary, by the Responsible Official (R.O.) and Professional Engineer (P.E.), per Rules 62-213.420 and 62-4.05(3), F.A.C.  The above comments require a response to the Department within 90 days of receipt of this notice unless additional time is requested pursuant to Rule 62-213.420(1)(b)6, F.A.C.

If you have any questions, please contact Rick Prusa at 850/595-8300, extension 1233 or rick.prusa@dep.state.fl.us.

Sincerely,

/s/
Rick Bradburn
Air Program Administrator

RB/rp/c
c:
DEP NWD Branch Office, Panama City

Bruce Mitchell, Division of Air Resource Management
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