
FINAL DETERMINATION 

 
 
1. PERMITTEE 
Joseph Stalker, Environmental Manager 
Trademark Metals Recycling, LLC (TMR) 
5220 Dover Street 
Tampa, FL 33619 
 
2. Permitting Authority 
Environmental Protection Commission of Hillsborough County (EPC)  
3629 Queen Palm Drive 
Tampa, Florida 33619 
 
3. PROJECT 
Air Permit No. 0571289-013-AC 
Air Construction Permit 
 
The air construction (AC) permit authorizes the installation of four conveyors (C9, C10, C11 and C12), one 
shaker table (S3) and one color sorter in the Advanced Metal Separation (AMS – EU 006) building.  Currently 
in the AMS building, which is partially enclosed, there are eight conveyors (C1 – C8) and two shaker tables 
(S1and S2) with an electronic separator for each shaker.  This modification will add 7 new transfer points to the 
existing 16 transfer points in the AMS building.  The facility-wide PM PTE will be increased from the current 
84.8 TPY to 94.0 TPY, which is attributed to the PTE increase of 9.2 TPY at EU 006 (AMS).    
 
4. NOTICE AND PUBLICATION 
The EPC distributed a Draft AC Permit on October 17, 2017.  The applicant published the Public Notice in the 
Tampa Bay Business Journal on November 10, 2017.  The EPC received the proof of publication on November 
13, 2017.  No requests for administrative hearings or requests for extensions of time to file a petition for 
administrative hearing were received.   
 
5. COMMENTS 
No comments on the Draft Permit were received from the public or the applicant. 
 
6. CONCLUSION 
The final action of the EPC is to issue the permit as drafted. 
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FACILITY DESCRIPTION 

TMR – Sutton Scrap Metal Facility operates a scrap metal processing facility. Mixed scrap metal material is 
received, compacted and separated, before it is shipped off-site. The operation at the facility includes a hydraulic 
shear, a material compacting bailer, a material compacting logger, the Advanced Metal Separation (AMS) system, 
belt loader and the processed metal loading operations into containers, trucks and railcars. 

Post-consumer, scrap metal products and heavy scrap iron are brought to the facility by contracted vendors and 
the general public.  The scrap metal is unloaded either by dumping directly onto the ground or by removing from 
the trucks with grapple or magnetic cranes.  Non-ferrous metal is dropped at the non-ferrous building, sorted by 
hand and loaded into the bailing machine to compact the material.  Light gauge metals are compacted by a 
logging machine.  The heavy iron scrap is dropped in a pile to feed the Metso Hydraulic Scrap Shear, Model EC 
1240-15 TD 100-25-23 SLP 500-545-120/6x90 kW.  The scrap is loaded in the top of the shear via crane, and the 
material is then compressed and forced toward the shear with a hydraulic ram.  The hydraulic shear cuts the scrap 
metal which then drops onto a shaker table in order to space out the material before it falls onto a conveyor belt.  
A water spray bar is utilized at the shaker table to minimize particulate emissions.  The processed scrap is then 
stored in piles by a stacker conveyor belt.  All processed scrap metal is either loaded into containers, trucks or 
railcars for transport off-site.  In addition, all material handling to and from the storage piles and the material 
processing equipment is conducted by grapple or magnetic cranes and bulldozers. 

The heavy iron scrap that cannot be cut by the hydraulic shear is torch-cut using an oxy-fuel.  The facility has a 
fire hydrant on-site near the torch cutting area to suppress active fires and excessive smoke.  In addition, the 
facility uses best management practices to ensure that the heavy scrap metal is free of combustible materials prior 
to torch cutting.  Visible emissions from the torch cutting activities are limited to the general 20% opacity 
standard pursuant to Rule 62-296.320(b), General Visible Emissions Standard, F.A.C. and Chapter 1-3.52(1), 
Rules of the EPC. 

The remaining metal products (primarily stainless steel and aluminum) are conveyed to a shaker followed by an 
eddy current separator to separate the aluminum from the stainless steel and these streams are stockpiled via 
conveyor to a storage area.  An electric powered 40 HP belt loader manufactured by Hustler is used to load scrap 
metal into trucks, trailers or containers. The facility use water sprays as dust suppression to minimize the 
emissions generated from the belt loader operation. 

Unconfined PM emissions from the storage piles and vehicle traffic are controlled by the use of reasonable 
precautions specified in the permit.  A street sweeper is used to clean the paved or concrete areas and a water 
spray is used to wet the entire facility grounds.  Water hoses are also available to control particulate matter 
emissions from the material handling operations and windblown dust from the storage piles, as necessary.  Visible 
emissions from the scrap handling operations, including the AMS system and belt loader operations, are limited to 
the 5% opacity PM RACT standard pursuant to Rule 62-296.711(2), F.A.C. 
 
PROPOSED PROJECT 

This air construction permit authorizes the installation of four conveyors (C9, C10, C11 and C12), one shaker 
table (S3) and one color sorter in the Advanced Metal Separation (AMS – EU 006) system. 
 
Located south of the shear in a partially enclosed building is the Advanced Metal Separation (AMS) system that 
recovers metal from materials. The raw material received at the facility is wetted as needed, and stored in a 
partially enclosed building.  The raw product is fed into a large hopper by a front-end loader.  The feeder located 
under this hopper conveys the materials north onto conveyor C1. Conveyor C1 conveys the material up and 
discharges into a trommel.  The trommel tumbles the material to liberate the different size fractions from each 
other.  The material is discharged from the trommel into a downchute where fine materials are aspirated by the 
dust collector, and then dropped onto conveyor C2. Conveyor C2 conveys the material west and drops it onto 
conveyor C3. Conveyor C3 discharges onto a shaker table (S1) which feeds an electronic separator (extract). 
Using an electronic sensor, this machine separates the material into 2 streams:  
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The first stream is dropped onto conveyor C6. It is conveyed to the north and discharged onto shaker table S2. 
Shaker table S2 feeds the eddy current separator.  The Eddy current separates the materials into clean aluminum 
and waste.  Waste is dropped onto conveyor C7 and stacked under a covered bin. Clean aluminum is dropped onto 
conveyor C8. Conveyor C8 discharges onto reversing conveyor C9. Conveyor C9 then discharges the material 
onto reversing conveyor C10.  Conveyor C10 discharges the material into bulk bags. Its reversing feature allows 
the system to alternate between bags.  Conveyor C9 has reversing capability to allow materials to be sent to a 
covered bin in case the bagging system is not in use. 
 
The second stream coming off the electronic separator (extract) is discharged onto conveyor C4.  This conveyor 
normally sends the material north to conveyor C11. (Conveyor C4 has reversing capability and can send material 
to conveyor C5 and then a covered bin in case the color sorter system is not operational).  In normal flow, 
conveyor C11 takes the material to shaker table S3.  This shaker feeds the color sorting machine.  The color sorter 
separates the materials into 2 steams.  The first stream is dropped onto conveyor C12 and conveyed south to a 
covered storage bin.  The second stream is dropped into a metal bin under the machine. 
 
This project will modify the following emissions unit: 
 
Facility ID No. 0571289 
ID No. Emission Unit Description 

006 Advanced Metal Separation System 
 
FACILITY REGULATORY CLASSIFICATION 

• The facility is not a major source of hazardous air pollutants (HAP). 
• The facility does not operate units subject to the acid rain provisions of the Clean Air Act (CAA). 
• The facility is not a Title V major source of air pollution in accordance with Chapter 62-213, F.A.C. 
• The facility is not a major stationary source in accordance with Rule 62-212.400(PSD), F.A.C. 
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1. Permitting Authority:  The permitting authority for this project is the Environmental Protection 
Commission of Hillsborough County. The mailing address is 3629 Queen Palm Dr., Tampa, Florida 
33619.  All documents related to applications for permits to operate an emissions unit shall be submitted 
to the Environmental Protection Commission of Hillsborough County.   

 
2. Compliance Authority:  All documents related to compliance activities such as reports, tests, and 

notifications shall be submitted to the Environmental Protection Commission of Hillsborough County at:  
3629 Queen Palm Dr., Tampa, Florida 33619. 

 
3. Appendices:  The following Appendices are attached as a part of this permit:  Appendix A (Citation 

Formats and Glossary of Common Terms); Appendix B (General Conditions); Appendix C (Common 
Conditions); Appendix D (Common Testing Requirements). 

 
4. Applicable Regulations, Forms and Application Procedures:  Unless otherwise specified in this permit, 

the construction and operation of the subject emissions units shall be in accordance with the capacities 
and specifications stated in the application.  The facility is subject to all applicable provisions of: Chapter 
403, F.S.; and Chapters 62-4, 62-204, 62-210, 62-212, 62-213, 62-296 and 62-297, F.A.C.  Issuance of 
this permit does not relieve the permittee from compliance with any applicable federal, state, or local 
permitting or regulations. 

 
5. New or Additional Conditions:  For good cause shown and after notice and an administrative hearing, if 

requested, the EPCHC may require the permittee to conform to new or additional conditions.  The 
EPCHC shall allow the permittee a reasonable time to conform to the new or additional conditions, and 
on application of the permittee, the EPCHC may grant additional time.  [Rule 62-4.080, F.A.C.]   

 
6. Modifications:  The permittee shall notify the Compliance Authority upon commencement of 

construction.  No new emissions unit shall be constructed and no existing emissions unit shall be 
modified without obtaining an air construction permit from the EPCHC.  Such permit shall be obtained 
prior to beginning construction or modification.  [Rules 62-210.300(1) and 62-212.300(1)(a), F.A.C.]  

 
7. Construction and Expiration:  The expiration date shown on the first page of this permit provides time to 

complete the physical construction activities authorized by this permit, complete any necessary 
compliance testing, and obtain an operation permit.  Notwithstanding this expiration date, all specific 
emissions limitations and operating requirements established by this permit shall remain in effect until the 
facility or emissions unit is permanently shut down.  For good cause, the permittee may request that that a 
permit be extended.  Pursuant to Rule 62-4.080(3), F.A.C., such a request shall be submitted to the 
Permitting Authority in writing before the permit expires.  [Rules 62-4.070(4), 62-4.080 & 62-210.300(1), 
F.A.C.] 

 
8. Application for a Non-Title V Operating Permit:  This permit authorizes construction of the permitted 

emissions unit(s) and initial operation to determine compliance with Department rules.  A Non-Title V air 
operation permit is required for regular operation of the permitted emissions unit.  The permittee shall 
apply for a Non-Title V air operation permit at least 90 days prior to expiration of this permit, but no later 
than 60 days after completion of compliance testing.  To apply for a Non-Title V operation permit, the 
applicant shall submit the appropriate application form, the appropriate permitting fee, compliance test 
results, and such additional information as the Department may by law require.  The application shall be 
submitted to the Environmental Protection Commission of Hillsborough County.  [Rules 62-4.030 and 
62-4.050, F.A.C.] 

 
9. All applicable rules of the Environmental Protection Commission of Hillsborough County including design 

discharge limitations specified in the application shall be adhered to.  The permit holder may also need to 



SECTION 2.  ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS (FINAL) 

Trademark Metals Recycling, LLC Project No. 0571289-013-AC 
AMS Modification Minor Air Construction Permit 

Page 6 of 9 

comply with county, municipal, federal, or other state regulations prior to construction.  [Rule 62-4.070(7), 
F.A.C.] 

 
10. The permittee shall not cause, suffer, allow or permit the discharge of air pollutants which cause or contribute 

to an objectionable odor.  [Rule 62-296.320(2), F.A.C.] 
 

11. Open burning is prohibited unless it is specifically authorized by a separate open burn permit issued by 
the EPC pursuant to Rule 62-296.320(3), F.A.C. 
 

12. At least 15 days prior to the date on which each required emissions test is to begin, the owner or operator 
shall notify the EPCHC, unless shorter notice is agreed to by the EPCHC. The notification shall include the 
date, time, place of each such test, Facility ID Number, Emission Unit ID Number(s) and description(s), 
Emission Point Number(s) and description(s), test method(s), pollutant(s) to be tested, along with the name 
and telephone number of the person who will be responsible for conducting such test(s) for the owner or 
operator. If a scheduled emissions test needs to be re-scheduled, the owner or operator shall submit to the 
appropriate air compliance program a revised notification at least seven days prior to the re-scheduled 
emissions test date or arrange a re-scheduled test date with the appropriate air compliance program by mutual 
agreement.  In addition, tests shall be conducted in accordance with the applicable requirements specified 
in Appendix D (Common Testing Requirements) of this permit.  [Rule 62-297.310(9), F.A.C.] 
 

13. When the Environmental Protection Commission of Hillsborough County (EPC) after investigation, has good 
reason (such as complaints, increased visible emissions or questionable maintenance of control equipment) to 
believe that any applicable requirement or permit condition is being violated, it may require the owner or 
operator of the source to conduct compliance tests which identify the nature and quantity of pollutant 
emissions from the source and to provide a report on the results of said tests to the EPC.  For the purpose of 
confirming compliance with the emission limitations in this permit, the EPC may require the use of EPA 
Method 9 or other approved methods, as deemed necessary.  [Rules 62-297.310(8)(c) and 62-4.070(3), 
F.A.C.] 
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This section of the permit addresses the following emissions unit. 
 

EU 
No. 

Emission Unit Description 

006 Advanced Metal Separation System  
 
EQUIPMENT 
 
1. Equipment Name:  The permittee is authorized to install an additional four conveyors (C9, C10, C11 and 

C12), one shaker table (S3) and one color sorter in the AMS building. [Application No. 0571289-013-AC] 
 

PERFORMANCE RESTRICTIONS 
 
2. Permitted Capacity:  As requested by the permittee, the facility shall not unload and process more than 

750,000 tons of scrap metal in any consecutive 12 month period, which includes 175,200 tons of shredder 
fluff through the AMS system in any consecutive 12-month period. 
[Rules 62-4.070(3) and 62-210.200(Potential-to-Emit), F.A.C.;  Permit Nos. 0571289-005/011-AC] 
 

3. Restricted Operation:  The facility is permitted to operate the AMS system continuously; 8,760 hours per 
consecutive 12 month period.  [Rules 62-4.070(3) and 62-210.200 (Potential to Emit), F.A.C]     

 
EMISSIONS STANDARDS 
 
4. Emissions Standards: Visible emissions from all the scrap metal separation activities from the AMS building 

shall not exceed 5% opacity. [Rule 62-296.711, F.A.C.; Chapter 1-3.52, Rules of the EPCHC] 
 
TESTING REQUIREMENTS 
 
5. Initial Compliance Tests:  In order to demonstrate compliance with Specific Condition No. 4, the permittee 

shall perform visible emission (VE) test on the AMS building, at the point of highest opacity during the 
separation activities, within 60 days of completion of the modification.  Submit two copies of the test data to the 
Air Management Division of the Environmental Protection Commission of Hillsborough County within 45 
days of such testing.  Testing procedures shall be consistent with the requirements of Rule 62-297.310, F.A.C. 
[Rules 62-4.070(3) and 62-297.310(8)(b)1, F.A.C.] 
 

6. Annual Compliance Tests:  During each calendar year (January 1st to December 31st), the AMS system (EU 
006), shall be tested to demonstrate compliance with the visible emission standard in Specific Condition No. 
4.  [Rule 62-297.310(8)(a)1, F.A.C.] 

7. Testing Capacity: Testing of emissions shall be conducted while the source is operating at capacity.  Capacity is 
defined as 90-100% of the operating capacity of 20 tons per hour.  If it is impracticable to test at the testing 
capacity, an emissions unit may be tested at less than the testing capacity. If an emissions unit is tested at less than 
the testing capacity, another emissions test shall be conducted and completed no later than 60 days after the 
emissions unit operation exceeds 110% of the capacity at which its most recent emissions test was conducted.  
[Rules 62-4.070(3) and 62-297.310, F.A.C.] 

 
8. Test Methods:  Required tests shall be performed in accordance with the following reference methods.   

Method Description of Method and Comments 
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Method Description of Method and Comments 

9 Visual Determination of the Opacity of Emissions from Stationary Sources 
The above methods are described in Appendix A of 40 CFR 60 and are adopted by reference in Rule 62-
204.800, F.A.C.  The visible emissions test shall be conducted by a certified observer and be a minimum of 
thirty (30) minutes in duration.  The test observation period shall include the period during which the highest 
opacity can reasonably be expected to occur. No other methods may be used unless prior written approval is 
received from the Department.  [Rules 62-204.800, F.A.C.; and Appendix A of 40 CFR 60] 
 

MONITORING REQUIREMENTS 
 
9. The permittee shall maintain a truck scale to determine the amount of scrap metal received with an error of equal 

to or less than 10 percent.  [Rule 62-297.310(6)(b), F.A.C.] 

10. All reasonable precautions shall be taken to prevent and control generation of unconfined emissions of particulate 
matter in accordance with the provisions in Rule 62-296.320, F.A.C.  These provisions are applicable to any 
source, including, but not limited to, vehicular movement, transportation of materials, construction, alterations, 
demolition or wrecking, or industrial related activities such as loading, unloading, storing and handling.  
Reasonable precautions shall include, but not be limited to, the following:  

a. Crane & loader operators shall minimize the material drop heights in order to minimize fugitive 
emissions. 

b. Vehicular speed is limited to 5 MPH throughout the site and signs are posted. 
c. Wet roadways and unpaved areas as necessary to minimize fugitive emissions.  Paved areas shall be kept 

free of dirt and or debris by sweeping or vacuuming (no blowers permitted).  If paved areas are not kept 
free of dirt and debris, they shall be maintained wet to the extent necessary to prevent excessive fugitive 
emissions. 

d. Control equipment (spray nozzles, fire extinguishers, shovels, rakes, etc.) shall be properly maintained to 
perform its designed function.   

e. Water shall be sprayed on the scrap piles, as necessary, prior to transferring, lifting, or dropping 
inherently dusty scrap.  

f. Remove oils, lubricants, and other combustible material from scrap metal prior to commencing torch 
cutting operations. 

g. Maintain a fire extinguisher, water hose(s) with nozzle(s), rakes and shovels to spread dirt, or other fire 
suppression equipment in a location immediately adjacent to all torch cutting activities and immediately 
extinguish any incidental fires created from the torch cutting operations; 

h. Clear all combustible material away from close proximity to the torch cutting area. 

[Rules 62-4.070(3) and 62-296.320, F.A.C.]  
 

RECORDS AND REPORTS 
 
11. Test Reports:  The permittee shall prepare and submit reports for all required tests in accordance with the 

requirements specified in Appendix D (Common Testing Requirements) of this permit.  The test report shall 
specify the amount, in tons, of scrap metal processed during the test. [Rule 62-297.310(10), F.A.C.] 

12. Recordkeeping:  In order to demonstrate continuous compliance with Specific Condition No. 2, the permittee 
shall maintain records of the AMS system operations.  All records shall be completed by the end of the following 
month, shall be maintained onsite and made available to the Environmental Protection Commission of 
Hillsborough County, state or federal air pollution agency upon request, and kept on file for at least three years 
from the date of measurement.  The facility records shall include, but not be limited to, the following:  
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[Rules 62-4.070(3), and 62-4.160(14)(b), F.A.C.] 
 
a. Day, Month, and Year of the data recorded; 
b. The total weight of the material processed through the AMS system, in short or metric tons (specified), 

on a monthly basis and the rolling total for the previous consecutive 12 month period. 
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