FINAL DETERMINATION


PERMITTEE

United States Sugar Corporation

111 Ponce DeLeon Avenue

Clewiston, FL  33440

PROJECT

Air Permit No. 0510003-022-AC
Clewiston Sugar Mill and Refinery
3-Year Boiler Maintenance Project

This permit authorizes a 3-year project to repair and replace components of boilers at the existing Clewiston Sugar Mill and Refinery, which located at the intersection of W.C. Owens Avenue and State Road 832 in Hendry County, Florida.  
NOTICE AND PUBLICATION

The Department distributed an “Intent to Issue Permit” package on May 2, 2003.  The applicant published the “Public Notice of Intent to Issue” in The Clewiston News on May 8, 2003.  The Department received the proof of publication on May 15, 2003.  No requests for administrative hearings were filed.

COMMENTS

No comments on the Draft Permit were received from the public, the Department’s South District Office, or the applicant.  Informal comments were received from the EPA Region 4 office.  The main concern regarded the issue of determining PSD applicability for the project.  Region 4 notes that federal PSD rule revisions issued by EPA on December 31, 2002 allow a comparison of past-actual-to-projected-actual emissions to determine PSD applicability.  However, Florida has not yet adopted these revisions.  Therefore, Region 4 believes that the appropriate PSD evaluation is to compare past actual emissions with future allowable/potential emissions where future potential emissions can be based on enforceable emissions controls and/or emissions limits.
As stated in the technical evaluation, the Department does not believe that the proposed physical changes will result in any increases in the actual emissions.  The types of maintenance activities proposed are routinely performed by the sugar industry during each off season.  U.S. Sugar maintains that the activities are routine for this mill and the industry in general.  Based on the available information, the Department presumes that the proposed activities for each boiler are routine and not a modification by definition.  However, due to the difficulties in making these evaluations as mentioned by Region 4, the Department will issue the minor source permit that requires U.S. Sugar to track and report the progress of maintenance activities each year to further assess the nature of the project.
CONCLUSION

Only minor revisions were made to correct typographical errors.  The final action of the Department is to issue the permit with the changes described above.
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