FINAL DETERMINATION

TECO Power Services, Inc.

Hardee Power Station

PSD Permit No. PSD-FL-140A


The Department distributed a public notice package on August 30, 1999 to allow the applicant to construct a new 75 MW simple-cycle combustion gas turbine at the existing Hardee Power Station located approximately 3.5 miles north of State Road 62 on County Road 663 in Fort Springs, Hardee County, Florida.  The Public Notice of Intent to Issue was published in the Tampa Tribune on September 4, 1999.

COMMENTS/CHANGES

The Department  received no comments from the public regarding the Draft Permit.

The Department  received no comments the EPA or the NPS regarding the Draft Permit.

The Department received comments from the applicant by letter dated 09/13/99 and faxed on the same date.  The Department responded in writing to the applicant (09/14/99) and made minor revisions to the Draft Permit as a result of these comments.  The DEP Power Plant Siting Office was notified by mail (and e-mail) on 09/16/99 of the minor revisions.  The applicant’s comments and the Department’s response are summarized below.

Section II., Conditions No. 11 and 38(d)(1):  The applicant requested the Department to revise the requirement to submit a Title IV application at least 24 months in advance of electrical production.  The Department responded that this is a federal requirement that must be included in the permit.  The Department also advised the applicant to contact the EPA Region 4 office regarding their proposed plans and submit the Title IV application as soon as possible.

Section III., Condition No. 4:  The applicant requested that the Department delete this condition, which requires a revision of the BACT analysis if the permittee later requests a conversion of this emissions unit to combined-cycle operation.  The applicant observed there was no appropriate rule citation.  The Department’s response is that the condition is a result of the information provided in the permit application indicating simple-cycle only operation.  This information was the basis for rejecting available add-on control technologies in favor of a technology with a lesser control efficiency.  The Department inadvertently omitted the rule citation, which is Rule 62-212.400(6)(b), F.A.C. referencing 40 CFR 52.166(j)(4).  These regulations prevent an applicant from splitting projects in an effort to avoid PSD requirements.  The Department stated that the applicant should revise the application and BACT analysis to include combined-cycle operation if this is the ultimate intent of this project, but the applicant declined stating that combined-cycle operation was only a conceivable future option.  The Department did revise this condition to reflect that only a revised BACT analysis is required initially.  A review of the revised BACT analysis may validate the original BACT determination;  otherwise a full PSD permit application, new control equipment, and new emissions standards may be appropriate.

Section III., Condition No. 10:  The applicant objected to the language that requires the permittee to “minimize pollutant emissions” and requested that this condition be changed to “comply with the specified emissions limitations”.  The Department revised this condition to require that the control systems be “maintained and tuned in accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations”.

CONCLUSION

The final action of the Department is to issue the permit with the changes described above.
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