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March 25, 2009
BY ELECTRONIC MAIL
smokey@franklincountyflorida.com 
Mr. Joseph Parrish
Franklin County Board of County Commissioners
33 Market Street, Suite 203
Apalachicola, Florida 32320
Dear Mr. Parrish:
This is to acknowledge receipt of your application for an operating permit renewal, file number 0370008-004-AO, for an Air Curtain Incinerator at the Franklin County Central Landfill.  This letter constitutes notice that a permit will be required for your project pursuant to Chapter 403, Florida Statutes.

The Department received a $100.00 check as a processing fee.  This is below the $1,000.00 fee normally received for this type of emissions source.  To qualify for a “Reduction or waiver of permit processing fees” you must submit certification by an appropriate official (mayor, chairperson, or appointed manager) of the local government in writing to at least one of the five criteria listed in Florida Statute 218.075.  See enclosure. 

We cannot process the application until we receive an additional $900.00 or the proper documentation showing that you qualify for the reduction of permit processing fees.   Your application may be denied unless the proper fee or certification documentation is received within ten days of receipt of this letter.  [Rule 62-4.050(5), F.A.C.]
When referring to this project, please use the file number indicated above.  If you have any questions, please contact John Fleck at 850/595-8300, extension 1232 or john.fleck@dep.state.fl.us.

Sincerely,

/s/
Armando I. Sarasua, P.E.

Air Permitting Supervisor

AIS/jf/c

Enclosure
c:
Daniel G. Rothwell, P.E., Franklin County
 
DEP Northwest District Branch Office, Tallahassee
The 2008 Florida Statutes
Title XIV
TAXATION AND FINANCE


Chapter 218
FINANCIAL MATTERS PERTAINING TO POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS
1218.075  Reduction or waiver of permit processing fees.--Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the Department of Environmental Protection and the water management districts shall reduce or waive permit processing fees for counties with a population of 50,000 or less on April 1, 1994, until such counties exceed a population of 75,000 and municipalities with a population of 25,000 or less, or any county or municipality not included within a metropolitan statistical area. Fee reductions or waivers shall be approved on the basis of fiscal hardship or environmental need for a particular project or activity. The governing body must certify that the cost of the permit processing fee is a fiscal hardship due to one of the following factors: 
(1) Per capita taxable value is less than the statewide average for the current fiscal year; 

(2) Percentage of assessed property value that is exempt from ad valorem taxation is higher than the statewide average for the current fiscal year; 

(3) Any condition specified in s. 218.503(1) which results in the county or municipality being in a state of financial emergency; 

(4) Ad valorem operating millage rate for the current fiscal year is greater than 8 mills; or 

(5) A financial condition that is documented in annual financial statements at the end of the current fiscal year and indicates an inability to pay the permit processing fee during that fiscal year.

The permit applicant must be the governing body of a county or municipality or a third party under contract with a county or municipality and the project for which the fee reduction or waiver is sought must serve a public purpose. If a permit processing fee is reduced, the total fee shall not exceed $100. 

1Note.--Section 11, ch. 2007-321, provides that "[f]or state fiscal years 2007-2008 and 2008-2009, the millage rate levied in 2006 may, at the option of a county or municipality, be used for purposes of determining fiscal hardship under s. 218.075, Florida Statutes, and eligibility under s. 218.23, Florida Statutes, or s. 339.2816, Florida Statutes." 
Establishing eligibility for fee waivers and reductions involves the following: 

1. Verification that the community requesting the waiver or reduction is a small county (population 50,000 or less), a small municipality (25,000 or less), or a county not in a Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area (SMSA). Verification can be made by checking census data; and 

2. Certification by an appropriate official (mayor, chairperson, or appointed manager) of the local government in writing to one of the criteria listed in Items 1 through 5 above. 

If a local government requests a waiver or reduction, but does not provide the appropriate certification, the waiver or reduction should not be granted. The representative of the local government should be informed by phone or in writing of the certification requirement, including the 5 criteria stated above. Local governments who are concerned about how to document the 5 criteria should be referred to the Department of Revenue, Advisory Council in Intergovernmental Relations at (850)488-9627. 

Note: Separate certification must be submitted with each permit application. Because the appropriate application fee cannot be determined until the appropriate certification is provided, the processing time clock cannot start until the appropriate certification and fee are received.
“More Protection, Less Process”
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