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APPLICANT
Gulf Power Company
One Energy Place
Pensacola, Florida  32520

Crist Electric Generating Plant
Facility ID No. 0330045



PROJECT
Project No. 0330045-048-AC
Application for an Exemption from Air Construction Permit
Adding Limestone as Needed to the Coal Stream Prior to Combustion


COUNTY
Escambia County, Florida



PERMITTING AUTHORITY
Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Division of Air Resource Management
Office of Permitting and Compliance
2600 Blair Stone Road, MS#5505
Tallahassee, Florida  32399-2400
May 4, 2018

1. GENERAL PROJECT INFORMATION
1.1. Air Pollution Regulations
Projects at stationary sources with the potential to emit air pollution are subject to the applicable environmental laws specified in Section 403 of the Florida Statutes (F.S.).  The statutes authorize the Department of Environmental Protection (Department) to establish regulations regarding air quality as part of the Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.), which includes the following applicable chapters:  62-4 (Permits); 62-204 (Air Pollution Control – General Provisions); 62-210 (Stationary Sources – General Requirements); 62-212 (Stationary Sources – Preconstruction Review); 62-213 (Operation Permits for Major Sources of Air Pollution); 62-296 (Stationary Sources - Emission Standards); and 62-297 (Stationary Sources – Emissions Monitoring).  Specifically, air construction permits are required pursuant to Chapters 62-4, 62-210 and 62-212, F.A.C.
In addition, the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) establishes air quality regulations in Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  Part 60 specifies New Source Performance Standards (NSPS) for numerous industrial categories.  Part 61 specifies National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP) based on specific pollutants.  Part 63 specifies NESHAP based on the Maximum Achievable Control Technology (MACT) for numerous industrial categories.  The Department adopts these federal regulations in Rule 62-204.800, F.A.C.
1.2. Facility Description and Location
The Crist Electric Generating Plant (Plant Crist) is an existing electric power plant operated by the Gulf Power Company, which is categorized under Standard Industrial Classification Code No. 4911.  The existing Crist Electric Generating Plant is in Escambia County at 11999 Pate Street in Pensacola, Florida.  The UTM coordinates of the existing facility are Zone 16, 478.5 kilometers (km) East, and 3381.44 km North.  This site is in an area that is in attainment (or designated as unclassifiable) for all air pollutants subject to Ambient Air Quality Standards (AAQS).  The location of Escambia County is shown in Figure 1, and a map indicating the location of the facility is shown in Figure 2.  A satellite view of the facility is shown in Figure 3.
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[bookmark: _Ref456173031][bookmark: _Ref456173362]Figure 1 - Location of Escambia County, Florida.	Figure 2 - Location of Plant Crist.
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[bookmark: _Ref456948719]Figure 3 - Aerial View of Plant Crist.
1.3. Facility Regulatory Categories
· The facility is a major source of hazardous air pollutants (HAP).
· The facility operates units subject to the acid rain provisions of the Clean Air Act.
· The facility is a Title V major source of air pollution in accordance with Chapter 62-213, F.A.C.
· The facility is a major stationary source in accordance with Rule 62-212.400, F.A.C. for the Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) of Air Quality.
1.4. Project Description
The Gulf Power Company is requesting a permitting exemption to add limestone as needed to the coal stream prior to combustion at Plant Crist.  Initially a temporary system will be used that most likely will be replaced by a permanent system.  Estimated addition of limestone is 0.8 percent by weight relative to the coal’s weight.  A schematic of the limestone addition process is shown in Figure 4.  Note, that the limestone will be delivered by truck to a storage silo.
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[bookmark: _Ref513027263]Figure 4 -  Schematic of Lime Stone Addition Process.

2. DEPARTMENT REVIEW
Based on the calculations provided by Gulf Power in their application (Application, click “Public Oculus Login” button), the project will result in a nominal increase in particulate matter (PM) emissions, i.e., a little over one ton per year (TPY).  Consequently, Gulf Power believes that exemption of this activity from air construction permitting is justified.  The Department agrees that the increase in PM emissions resulting from the project is well below the exemption threshold in Rule 62-210.300(3)(b)1, Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.), “Generic Emissions Unit or Activity Exemption” which states:
1 Generic Emissions Unit or Activity Exemption. Except as otherwise provided at subsection 62-210.300(3), F.A.C., above, an emissions unit or pollutant-emitting activity that is not entitled to a categorical or conditional exemption pursuant to paragraph 62-210.300(3)(a), F.A.C., shall be exempt from any requirement to obtain an air construction permit or non-Title V air operation permit, or to use an air general permit pursuant to Rule 62-210.310, F.A.C., if it meets all of the following criteria.
a. It would not be subject to any unit-specific limitation or requirement.
b. Its emissions, in combination with the emissions of other units and activities at the facility, would not cause the facility to emit or have the potential to emit any pollutant in such amount as to create a Title V source.
c. It would neither emit nor have the potential to emit 500 pounds per year or more of lead and lead compounds expressed as lead, 1,000 pounds per year or more of any hazardous air pollutant, 2,500 pounds per year or more of total hazardous air pollutants, or 5.0 tons per year or more of any other regulated air pollutant as defined at Rule 62-210.200, F.A.C.
d. In the case of a proposed new emissions unit at an existing facility, the emissions of such unit, in combination with the emissions of any other proposed new or modified units and activities at the facility, would not result in a modification subject to the preconstruction review requirements of subparagraph 62-204.800(11)(d)2., Rule 62-212.400 or 62-212.500, F.A.C.
e. In the case of a proposed new pollutant-emitting activity, such activity would not constitute a modification of any existing non-exempt emissions unit at a non-Title V source or any existing non-insignificant emissions unit at a Title V source.
[bookmark: _Hlk513028028]The PM emission are well below the 5 TPY threshold given in “1.c” above, and consequently, the project is exempted from obtaining an air construction permit.  In addition, for this same reason, and pursuant to Rule 62.4.040(1)(b), F.A.C., the Office of Permitting and Compliance makes a preliminary determination that the activity will not emit air pollutants, “… in sufficient quantity, with respect to its character, quality or content, and the circumstances surrounding its location, use and operation, as to contribute significantly to the pollution problems within the State, so that the regulation thereof is not reasonably justified.”  However, Gulf Power will be required incorporate this activity into its Title V Operating Permit at the next renewal/revision as an insignificant pollutant-emitting activity.
3. CONCLUSION
[bookmark: _GoBack]Therefore, the Department will issue an Air Permit Exemption for the proposed project.  David L. Read, P.E., is the project engineer responsible for reviewing the application and drafting the permit.  Additional details of this analysis may be obtained by contacting the project engineer by mail at the Department’s Office of Permitting and Compliance at Mail Station #5505, 2600 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, Florida  32399-2400, by email at David.Read@floridadep.gov or by phone at 850-717-9075.
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