FINAL DETERMINATION

Gulf Power Company

Crist Electric Generating Plant

DEP File No. 0330045-014-AC


The Department distributed a public notice package on July 13, 2006, to authorize the construction of a new cooling tower for unit 7 at the Gulf Power Crist Electric Generating Plant, which is located on Pate Road, off of 10 Mile Road on Governors Bayou, Escambia County.  The Public Notice of Intent to Issue was published in The Pensacola News Journal on July 19, 2006.
COMMENTS/CHANGES


No comments were received from the public during the 14 (fourteen)-day public comment period, however, comments were received from the Permittee.  The comments were not considered significant enough to reissue the Air Construction Permit and require another Public Notice; therefore, the Air Construction Permit was changed.  Those comments, and minor changes, are addressed below.

A.
Email from Mr. G. Dwain Waters dated July 31, 2005.

Comment 1.  Regarding condition #3, the requirement to “operate and maintain to achieve a drift rate of no more than 0.0005% of the circulating water flow” as written will be impossible to certify.  Gulf Power requests “operate and maintain” to be deleted from the condition.
Response 1.  The Department agrees that it could be difficult to certify that the cooling tower is operating at a specified drift rate at any given time.  However, the Department does not agree that it should be difficult to certify that the cooling tower will be maintained to meet the design specifications.  We believe that proper maintenance will be specified and required to be documented by the manufacturer in order to receive a guaranteed drift rate.  As a result of this comment, specific condition 3 is changed:
FROM:

3.
Cooling Tower Design:  The cooling tower shall be designed, operated and maintained to achieve a drift rate of no more than 0.0005% of the circulating water flow.  [Application; Design]
TO:

3.
Cooling Tower Design:  The cooling tower shall be designed and maintained to achieve a drift rate of no more than 0.0005% of the circulating water flow.  [Application; Design]
Comment 2.  Regarding condition #4, Circulating Water Flow-meter, the condition should be deleted.  Gulf Power doesn’t believe there is a regulatory requirement to monitor water flow on a unit which should be considered an insignificant emissions source.
Response 2.  Occasionally, it will be necessary to estimate annual emissions from this unit, which will require the circulating water flow rate.  However, the circulating water flow rate can be determined indirectly in other ways and we will leave the method up to Gulf Power.  As a result of this comment, specific condition 4 is changed:
FROM:

4.
Circulating Water Flow-meter:  The cooling tower shall be equipped with a circulating water flow-meter.  [Rule 62-4.070, F.A.C.]
TO:

4.
Circulating Water Flow Rate:  Upon request, the applicant shall provide a means for determining the circulating water flow rate through the new cooling tower.  [Rule 62-4.070, F.A.C.]
Comment 3.  Regarding condition #6, Maintenance, the condition should be deleted.  Gulf Power doesn’t believe there is a regulatory requirement to formalize a maintenance program on a unit which should be considered an insignificant emissions source.  Gulf Power has no such requirement in other permits containing cooling tower equipment.
Response 3.  In consideration of comment number 1, above, specific condition 6 will be deleted.
6.
Maintenance:  A maintenance plan shall be implemented to assure that the drift elimination system on the cooling tower shall be maintained so as to minimize pluggage and to insure timely repair of broken sections of the drift eliminators.  [Rule 62-4.070, F.A.C.]

CONCLUSION

The final action of the Department is to issue the final permit with the changes noted above.
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