FINAL DETERMINATION


PERMITTEE

Ascend Performance Materials

Post Office Box 97

Gonzalez, Florida 32560-0097

Permitting Authority

Florida Department of Environmental Protection

Air Resource Management Program
Northwest District

160 Governmental Center, Suite 308
Pensacola, Florida 32502-5794
PROJECT

Air Permit No. 0330040-035-AC
Minor Source Air Construction Permit

Pensacola Plant

Ascend Pensacola Plant is a chemical processing plant manufacturing chemical intermediates and nylon fiber and pellets.  The project supports equipment and process changes necessary for the Area II Adipic Acid Production Increase from 850 to 990 MAR Project and the ancillary changes throughout the facility.
NOTICE AND PUBLICATION

The Department distributed a draft minor source air construction permit package on December 15, 2010.  The applicant published the Public Notice in the Pensacola News Journal on December 17, 2010.  The Department received the proof of publication on December 21, 2010.  No requests for administrative hearings or requests for extensions of time to file a petition for administrative hearing were received.
COMMENTS

No comments on the Draft Permit were received from the public, or the EPA Region 4 Office.

Applicant

On December 20, 2010, the Department received comments from the applicant.  The following summarizes the comments and the Department’s response.  Ascend believes that these comments are minor, serve to remove one condition based on work already performed and clarify permit conditions thereby improving the enforceability of the final permit.
1. Condition I.5.
The 1997 Emission Factor test referenced in the condition was subsequently repeated in March 2005 and reported to the Department.  These 2 tests are in close agreement with each other.  Additionally the emission factor testing conducted as part of this permitting process showed that the VOC emissions from EU-020 agreed within approximately 97% of the 2005 values.  Ascend requests that this condition be removed from the final permit.

2. Condition I.4.
The calibration of the referenced flow meters requires a shutdown of that Process Train.  To meet the timing requirement of the draft permit Ascend would need to schedule a premature shutdown of one of the trains.  Ascend requests that the permit condition be revised to state that the flow meter accuracy be verified at the next scheduled process shutdown not to exceed 180 days of permit issuance.

3. Condition G.2.
The emission calculations for natural gas usage in million standard cubic feet were based on a heat content of 1020 BTU/scf.  Ascend has seen annual BTU values greater than and less than 1020 BTU/scf in the past 5 years.  Ascend requests that the condition be modified to reflect million scf corrected to a BTU value of 1020 BTU/scf.

4. Emission Units 089 and 090

Ascend represented that there were no increases in fugitive emissions as part of this project (see Ascend’s letter dated December 3, 2010).  No emissions from these units appear in the evaluation on Table 4 of the application.  The Technical Evaluation and Preliminary Determination document does not require emission reporting from these units.  Ascend requests that emission reporting under Section 2, Condition 9 be modified to remove these units from the reporting requirement.  Additionally, Ascend requests that reference to EU-089 be removed from Section L.

In conclusion, Ascend believes that these are minor modifications, consistent with data submitted in the application and/or reasonable requests based on operating timing.  Ascend believes that these comments do not result in a significant change to the permit as noticed.  The proposed changes do not affect the emissions represented in the draft permit application or in Section 1 of the draft permit.

CONCLUSION

The final action is to issue the permit with the minor changes, corrections and clarifications as described above.
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