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Permittee

	Ascend Performance Materials LLC
3000 Old Chemstrand Road
Cantonment, Florida 32533
	Project No. 0330040-034-AC
Pensacola Plant
Title V Source Air Construction Permit

Adipic Acid Production Increase
Escambia County, Florida


Project Description

Ascend Performance Materials LLC is an existing nylon and intermediate chemical manufacturing facility which is categorized under Standard Industrial Classification Code No. 2824 and 2869.  The facility manufactures various chemicals, including adipic acid, nylon fibers, nylon resins, hexamethylene diamine, and maleic anhydride.
Ascend submitted this permit application to increase the permitted annual capacity for adipic acid production in EU-002 from 850 million pounds adipic acid (MAR) to 930 MAR based on a 12 month rolling basis. With greater emphasis on minimizing equipment down-time and enhanced management of the unit operation cycle times associated with the process, Ascend has the ability to produce greater than the currently permitted 850 MAR adipic acid without increasing the currently permitted 92,000 lbs/hr KA feed rate to the unit.  The proposed project will be a minor modification under PSD rules by accepting limits on NOx and SO2 emissions, and heat inputs and fuels usages in some emissions units.  The project emissions increase of CO, NOx, PM, PM10, SO2 and VOC is 12, 5, 5, 24, 36 tons per year respectively.  The emission increases are less than the corresponding significant emission rates for these air pollutants that would (if exceeded) trigger PSD review and BACT determinations. The Department has reasonable assurance that the increase in adipic acid production from an allowable 850 MAR to 930 MAR will not trigger a PSD review and a BACT analysis.
The adipic acid process may need replacement of an existing distillation column that is approaching the end of its service life.  Detailed engineering design studies and documentation are to be submitted to the Department for a permitting determination prior to undertaking any construction associated with replacing the column.  The new distillation column will be subject to 40 CFR 60 subpart NNN, Standards of Performance for VOC Emissions from SOCMI Distillation Operations (40 CFR 60.660).
The Department’s full review of the project and rationale for issuing the draft permit is provided in the Technical Evaluation and Preliminary Determination.
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the air pollution control engineering features described in the above referenced application and subject to the proposed permit conditions provide reasonable assurance of compliance with applicable provisions of Chapter 403, Florida Statutes, and Florida Administrative Code Chapters 62-4 and 62-204 through 62-297.  However, I have not evaluated and I do not certify any other aspects of the proposal (including, but not limited to, the electrical, mechanical, structural, hydrological, geological, and meteorological features).

/s/
____________________________

Armando I. Sarasua, P.E.

License Number 52403

/July 28, 2010/

____________________________

(Date)
Florida Department of Environmental Protection

Northwest District Office  (  Air Resource Section
160 Governmental Center  (  Pensacola, Florida  32502-5794

