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March 17, 2006

Jeb Bush

Governor

Colleen Castille

Secretary

BY ELECTRONIC MAIL

rustyc@blockusagroup.com
Mr. Rusty Craig

Plant Manager

Block USA

28 Gene Hurley Road

DeFuniak Springs, Florida 32433

Dear Mr. Craig:


A Department representative inspected your facility, I.D. 1310256, on February 24, 2006.  A copy of the inspection report is enclosed.  

This letter applies only to activities covered by the Air Resources Management Program.  It indicates the facility was out of compliance at the time of inspection due to the late testing of the central dust collector.  However, it is our understanding that the central dust collector is only operated as needed and has been used very little since it was installed.  Since the unit has operated for only a short period of time and the February 24, 2006 test results were 0% opacity, the Department does not intend to pursue any further enforcement action at this time.

If you have any questions, please contact Charles Norman at 850/595-8300, extension 1230 or charles.norman@dep.state.fl.us.








Sincerely,

/s/








Rick Bradburn








Air Compliance Supervisor

RB:cnc

Encl:  Insp Rpt

cc:  Allen Faulk, Block USA (allenf@couchusa.com)

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

INSPECTION REPORT FORM

AIR POLLUTANT EMISSION SOURCES

	FACILITY:  Block USA, ConPave Interlocking Pavers
	DISTRICT:  Northwest
	COUNTY:   Walton

	ADDRESS:  28 Gene Hurley Rd., DeFuniak Springs, FL 32433
	PHONE:  850-892-9649

Cell: 850-401-4047
	CONTACT: Rusty Craig, Plant Manager

	CONTACT OR FACILITY EMAIL ADDRESS:  rustyc@blockusagroup.com

	ARMS I.D. #: 1310256
	PERMIT: 1310256-003-AG
	EXPIRES: 2/19/2011

	RENEWAL APPLICATION/NOTIFICATION DUE DATE: 1/19/2011

	SOURCE DESCRIPTION: Concrete Paver Plant

	INSPECTED BY:  Charles Norman

INSPECTION DATE: 2/24/2006
	AUDIT TYPE:  Ins2
	COMPLIANCE STATUS:

Out of compliance


This facility manufactures concrete cement pavers.  It includes five aggregate hoppers, one sand hopper, three cement silos, and various conveying equipment.  Aggregate from the piles is loaded into hoppers that carry material into a mixer located inside the building.  Emission controls consist of a baghouse atop each silo and two C & W batch plant dust collectors.  One collects dust from internal plant operations, and the other collects dust from the tumbler located outside the main building.  

INSPECTION COMMENTS:

1. The facility is out of compliance for late testing of the central dust collector.  An Air General Permit Notification Form, Part III, for the addition of the third silo, known as the Slag silo, and the addition of a central dust collector for the collection and exhaust of dust from inside the plant was received July 1, 2005.  The Slag silo was installed on September 22, 2005 and passed visible emissions testing October 3, 2005.  The central dust collection was also installed per the Air General Permit Notification Form, Part III, received July 1, 2005, but it was not tested until February 24, 2005.  Mr. Craig said the missed test was an oversight.  He also said that the system had not been used very much since installation.  One reason was that it would exhaust the heat from the building and run up winter heating bill.  During the February 24, 2006 test, emissions from this emissions unit were 0% opacity.

2. The Department received an Air General Permit Notification Form, Part III, on January 19, 2006, for the addition of a dust control system for the tumbler.  The tumbler system began operation on February 10, 2006.  The new notification required that testing be done on all the emissions units within 60 days after the receipt of the notification.  Pensacola P.O.C. performed these tests during the February 24, 2006 inspection.  Results were 0% opacity for all the emissions units.  

3. The new tumbler system is used to give pavers an aged look.  Pavers are loaded into the tumbler and tumbled for eight minutes.  Once the tumbling process is complete, the “aged” pavers are fed onto a conveyor, which drops them into large bags for storage and shipping.  A large shroud connected to a dust collector covers the open end of the tumbler.  No visible emissions were seen from this operation except a small amount of fugitive emissions from the opening at the bottom of the shroud where the pavers drop onto the conveyor belt.  I did a regulatory visible emissions test on these emissions.  The results were 17.3% opacity.  The general visible emissions limit of 20% applies to these emissions.  Mr. Craig stated he had some ideas for further controlling emissions.  One was to enclose the entire operation in a building and then use a dust collector to control the emissions from the building.  At the present, the operation sets out in the open, exposed to the elements.

4. No other fugitive emissions were seen in plant or yard operations despite an 8-10 mph wind.  The entire yard working and storage area for the pavers is paved.  Mr. Craig said that the company has a sweeper under contract to sweep the yard weekly.  Material piles are protected from the wind by walls.
COMMENTS/RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. The Department is closing the central dust collector late testing violation without further action since the equipment was not used extensively, and the February 24, 2006 test results were 0% opacity.

2. The fugitive emissions from the bottom of the shroud passed the visible emissions test by a small margin.  Recommend ways to control these emissions be further investigated.
3. Schedule the next round of visible emissions testing for this facility to be done during the 60-day period prior to January 19, 2007.  The Department requires notification of the scheduled testing at least 15 days prior to the scheduled testing date.  Notification of the testing may be made by email to the following address:  nwdair@dep.state.fl.us.
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“More Protection, Less Process”
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