September 4, 2007
CERTIFIED, Return Receipt
Mr. Jay Yoo, Owner

HighTech Cleaners

304 Northeast Eglin Parkway

Fort Walton Beach, Florida 32548

SUBJECT:  Warning Letter NWAP 091-172099-1234
Dear Mr. Yoo:

The purpose of this letter is to advise you of possible violations of law for which you may be responsible, and to seek your cooperation in resolving the matter.  A July 13, 2007, field inspection (report enclosed) of the HighTech Cleaners facility at 304 Northeast Eglin Parkway in Fort Walton Beach (I.D. No. 0910088), indicates that a violation of Florida Statutes and Rules may exist at the above-described facility.  Department personnel observed the following at the facility:
Monitoring of the exhaust temperature of the refrigerated condenser, and weekly leak detection and repair inspections had not been performed.  
The following records were not maintained:

1) Records of weekly monitoring of the temperature of the outlet exhaust stream of the refrigerated condenser;

2) Receipts for Perchloroethylene (perc) purchased;
3) A rolling monthly total of yearly perc consumed;
4) Leak inspection and repair reports;  
5) A leak log; and,
6) A startup/shutdown/malfunction plan.
Title 40, Code of Federal Regulations (40CFR), Part 63, Section 63.323(a)(1)(ii), requires monitoring, on a weekly basis, of the temperature of the air-perchloroethylene gas-vapor stream on the outlet side of the refrigerated condenser to determine if it is equal to or less than 7.2 °C (45 °F).
40 CFR 63.322(k), and DEP Form No. 62-213.900(2), Air General Permit Notification Form, Part II, Permit Terms and Conditions, Paragraph 7, provide that the responsible 
official shall inspect the following components weekly for perceptible leaks while the dry cleaning system is operating:

1. Hose and pipe connections, fittings, couplings, and valves

2. Door gasket seating

3. Filter gaskets and seating

4. Pumps

5. Solvent tanks and containers

6. Water separators

7. Muck cookers

8. Stills

9. Exhaust dampers

10. Diverter valves

11. Cartridge filter housings

40 CFR 63.324(d), states that each owner or operator of a dry cleaning facility shall keep receipts of perchloroethylene purchases and a log of the following information and maintain such information on site and show it upon request for a period of five years:

(1) The volume of perchloroethylene purchased each month by the dry cleaning facility as recorded from perchloroethylene purchases; if no perchloroethylene is purchased during a given month then the owner or operator would enter zero gallons into the log;

(2) The calculation and result of the yearly perchloroethylene consumption determined on the first day of each month as specified in §63.323(d);

(3) The dates when the dry cleaning system components are inspected for leaks, as specified in §63.322(k), (l), or (o)(1), and the name or location of dry cleaning system components where leaks are detected; 

(4) The dates of repair and records of written or verbal orders for repair parts to demonstrate compliance with §63.322(m) and (n);

(5) The date and temperature sensor monitoring results, as specified in §63.323 if a refrigerated condenser is used to comply with §63.322(a), (b), or (o); and

(6) The date and monitoring results, as specified in §63.323, if a carbon adsorber is used to comply with §63.322(a)(2), (b)(3), or (o)(2).

40 CFR 63.323(d), states that when calculating yearly perchloroethylene consumption … the owner or operator shall perform the following calculation on the first day of every month:  (1) Sum the volume of all perchloroethylene purchases made in each of the previous 12 months, as recorded in the log described in §63.324(d)(1).

Rule 62-213.300(1)(a)3.a., Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.), provides that in lieu of the provisions of 40 CFR 63.6(e)(3) and 40 CFR 63.10(d)(5), the responsible official shall maintain, on site, a startup/shutdown/malfunction plan for the facility that describes, in detail, procedures for operating and maintaining the equipment during periods of startup, shutdown, and malfunction. 

Rule 62-213.300(3)(k)1. and 2., F.A.C., provides that the responsible official shall maintain records of monitoring information that specify the date, place, time, and operating conditions of measurement… and the analytical results.  These shall include all calibration and maintenance records, original strip-chart recordings for continuous monitoring instrumentation, and copies of all reports required by the general permit.  The responsible official shall retain records of all monitoring data and supporting information for a period of at least five years from the date of collection.

Section 403.161(1)(b) Florida Statutes, provides that it is a violation to fail to comply with any rule, regulation, order, permit, or certification adopted or issued by the Department.

The activities observed during the Department's field inspection and any other activities at your facility that may be contributing to violations of the above-described statutes or rules should be ceased.

You are requested to contact Carol Melton at 850/595-8300, extension 1229, or via email at carol.melton@dep.state.fl.us within 15 days of receipt of this Warning Letter to arrange a meeting to discuss this matter.  The Department is interested in reviewing any facts you may have that will assist in determining whether any violations have occurred.  You may bring anyone with you to the meeting that you feel could help resolve this matter.

Please be advised that this Warning Letter is part of an agency investigation, preliminary to agency action in accordance with Section 120.57(4), Florida Statutes.  We look forward to your cooperation in completing the investigation and resolution of this matter.

Sincerely,

Rick Bradburn
Air Program Administrator

RB/cm/c
