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In the Matter of an 
Application for Air Permit by: 

Georgia-Pacific Wood Products LLC 
223 Gordon Chapel Rd 
Hawthorne, Florida  32640 
 
Authorized Representative: 

Ms. Teresa Davidson, Plant Manager 

Project No. 1070015-025-AC 
Hawthorne Plywood Plant 
South Debarker Replacement 
Project 
Minor Air Construction Permit 
Putnam County, Florida 

 

Facility Location:   Georgia-Pacific Wood Products LLC operates the existing Hawthorne Plywood 
Plant, which is located in Putnam County at 223 Gordon Chapel Rd., Hawthorne, Florida  32640. 

Project:  On May 13, 2011, Georgia-Pacific Wood Products LLC submitted an application to replace the 
existing South debarker with a new debarker of increased capacity.  On August 12, 2011, the 
Department (permitting authority) issued a draft construction permit for the proposed project.  On 
August 16, 17, and 22, 2011, Georgia-Pacific Wood Products LLC submitted comments on the draft 
construction permit and permit documents.  The permitting authority has made changes to the draft 
permit based on the submitted comments.  The permitting authority is withdrawing the August 12, 
2011 draft construction permit and is replacing it with the attached draft construction permit package. 

The existing North debarker will be maintained onsite and operated as a backup debarking unit to the 
new South debarker during times when maintenance is being performed on the South debarker.  The 
North debarker may also be operated when the existing slasher saws are not in operation/down as the 
Debarkers are also capable of cutting logs to length.  Georgia-Pacific Wood Products LLC proposes to 
add a new hydraulic power unit and process controls for the existing gang/slasher saws.   These saws 
are used to cut the logs to length (blocks) after debarking, and are currently listed in the Title V 
Operation Permit as insignificant sources.  The original design was developed for large diameter logs, 
but due to current wood availability smaller diameter logs are being used at the facility.  The smaller 
diameter logs tend to cause the slasher saw setup process control system to malfunction.  The proposed 
changes will allow the smaller logs to be processed without these malfunctions.  Georgia-Pacific wood 
Products LLC also proposes to upgrade the log soaking/steaming vat infeed system used to transfer 
the blocks into the existing log soaking/steaming vats for conditioning.  The upgrade will allow for the 
better handling of small-log blocks.  Although the log soaking/steaming vat infeed kicker system is not 
a source of emissions and not a regulated source in the Title V Operation Permit, the kickers impact the 
speed at which log blocks are fed into the log soaking/steaming vats.   

Pursuant to Rule 62-212.400, F.A.C., Georgia-Pacific Wood Products LLC provided information to show 
that the project will not exceed the significant emissions rates that require preconstruction review for 
the Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) of Air Quality.  In accordance with Rule 62-212.300, 
F.A.C., the draft permit requires  Georgia-Pacific Wood Products LLC to provide reports summarizing 
the actual emissions for each year during the 5-year period following completion of the project.  This is 
to ensure that the project remains minor with respect to PSD preconstruction review. 

Permitting Authority:  Applications for air construction permits are subject to review in accordance 
with the provisions of Chapter 403, Florida Statutes (F.S.) and Chapters 62-4, 62-210, and 62-212 of the 
Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.).  The proposed project is not exempt from air permitting 
requirements and an air permit is required to perform the proposed work.  The Department of 
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Environmental Protection, Northeast District Office, Air Resources Section is the Permitting Authority 
responsible for making a permit determination for this project.  The Permitting Authority’s physical  
and mailing address is:  7825 Baymeadows Way, Suite 200B, Jacksonville, FL 32256-7590.   The 
Permitting Authority’s telephone number is 904/256-1700. 

Project File:  A complete project file is available for public inspection during the normal business hours 
of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday (except legal holidays), at address indicated above for 
the Permitting Authority. The complete project file includes the Draft Permit, the Technical Evaluation 
and Preliminary Determination, the application, and the information submitted by the applicant, 
exclusive of confidential records under Section 403.111, F.S.  Interested persons may contact the 
Permitting Authority’s project review engineer for additional information at the address or phone 
number listed above. 

Notice of Intent to Issue Permit:  The Permitting Authority gives notice of its intent to issue an air 
permit to the applicant for the project described above.  The applicant has provided reasonable 
assurance that operation of the proposed equipment will not adversely impact air quality and that the 
project will comply with all appropriate provisions of Chapters 62-4, 62-204, 62-210, 62-212, 62-296, and 
62-297, F.A.C.  The Permitting Authority will issue a Final Permit in accordance with the conditions of 
the proposed Draft Permit unless a timely petition for an administrative hearing is filed under Sections 
120.569 and 120.57, F.S. or unless public comment received in accordance with this notice results in a 
different decision or a significant change of terms or conditions. 

Public Notice:  Pursuant to Section 403.815, F.S. and Rules 62-110.106 and 62-210.350, F.A.C., you (the 
applicant) are required to publish at your own expense the enclosed Public Notice of Intent to Issue Air 
Permit (Public Notice).  The Public Notice shall be published one time only as soon as possible in the 
legal advertisement section of a newspaper of general circulation in the area affected by this project.  
The newspaper used must meet the requirements of Sections 50.011 and 50.031, F.S. in the county 
where the activity is to take place.  If you are uncertain that a newspaper meets these requirements, 
please contact the Permitting Authority at above address or phone number.  Pursuant to Rule 62-
110.106(5) and (9), F.A.C., the applicant shall provide proof of publication to the Permitting Authority 
at the above address within 7 days of publication.  Failure to publish the notice and provide proof of 
publication may result in the denial of the permit pursuant to Rule 62-110.106(11), F.A.C. 

Comments:  The Permitting Authority will accept written comments concerning the proposed Draft 
Permit for a period of 14 days from the date of publication of the Public Notice.  Written comments 
must be received by the Permitting Authority by close of business (5:00 p.m.) on or before the end of 
the 14-day period.  If written comments received result in a significant change to the Draft Permit, the 
Permitting Authority shall revise the Draft Permit and require, if applicable, another Public Notice.  All 
comments filed will be made available for public inspection. 

Petitions:  A person whose substantial interests are affected by the proposed permitting decision may 
petition for an administrative hearing in accordance with Sections 120.569 and 120.57, F.S.  The petition 
must contain the information set forth below and must be filed with (received by) the Department’s 
Agency Clerk in the Office of General Counsel of the Department of Environmental Protection, 3900 
Commonwealth Boulevard, Mail Station #35, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000.  Petitions filed by the 
applicant or any of the parties listed below must be filed within 14 days of receipt of this Written 
Notice of Intent to Issue Air Permit.  Petitions filed by any persons other than those entitled to written 
notice under Section 120.60(3), F.S., must be filed within 14 days of publication of the attached Public 
Notice or within 14 days of receipt of this Written Notice of Intent to Issue Air Permit, whichever 
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