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PERMITTING MEMORANDUM 
& 

TECHNICAL EVALUATION AND PRELIMINARY DETERMINATION 
 
TO:   Cindy Zhang-Torres, P.E.,  Air Permitting Manager 

FROM:  David Zell, Air Permitting Engineering Specialist 

DATE:   09/30/11 

SUBJECT:  Draft FESOP Permit No. 1030528-003-AF  
 Operation Permit Revision (will modify facility construction permit and replace the facility 

operation permit) 
Instrument Transformers, Inc.                   

DAY 90 (Day 60):   11/24/11  (10/25/11) 
 
On 07/01/11, Instrument Transformers, Inc. submitted an application to reclassify four 
activities/operations currently included in EU No. 002 (Miscellaneous  Non-VOC RACT Activities) as 
exempt from air permitting in accordance with Rule 62-210.300(3)(b)1. (Generic Emission Unit or 
Activity Exemption), F.A.C.   

At the request of Instrument Transformers, Inc., a meeting was held at the Pinellas County AQD office in 
Clearwater on 02/10/11 to discuss the pre-Draft of the initial operation permit (AO) for this facility 
(1030528-002-AO issued on 04/21/11)*.  Also discussed was the issue of activities at the facility currently 
included in EU No. 002 that could be considered exempt from permitting and what had to be done to 
revise the air permit to reflect that.  This application resulted from that discussion.  (* The meeting was 
attended by Bruno Troconis of GE Energy Services /Instrument Transformers, their consultant Dean Barcenas of 
ECT, Inc., Gary Robbins of Pinellas County AQD, and David Zell of FEDP SW District.) 

In the Purpose of Application section of the application, the applicant checked the Air Construction 
permit box, but stated in the Application Comment that “This application is for an air construction 
permit to revise Permit No 1030528-002-AO”.  In the project description attachment to the application it 
stated that “The intent of this permitting action is to modify the existing operation permit for the 
Instrument Transformers, Inc. – GE facility located in Clearwater, Florida.”  Since clearly the request was 
to, not only change the construction permit as required by the Department, but also revise the operation 
permit the project type was changed to a Federally Enforceable State Operation Permit (FESOP) project 
(i.e., from a ACMM to a AFMM project – with no change in application fee).  Since the requested permit 
revision does not include any physical changes or require any compliance testing, there is no reason that 
the operation permit cannot be revised at the same time the construction permit revision is being done.  
With a FESOP permit that will undergo the public notice procedures, the construction permit can be 
revised (Rule 62-210.300(1)(b)1., F.A.C.) at the same time the operation permit (AO) is converted to a 
FESOP (AF).  This will avoid having to require that the permittee apply separately for an operation 
permit revision. 

On 07/07/11, I received an email from Gary Robbins of Pinellas County Air Quality Division (AQD) 
with his comments on the application.  The comments related to the emission estimates attached to the 
application to support the exemption requests.  After reviewing his comments and the application and 
emission estimate attachment, on 07/19/11, I sent an email raising questions and requesting additional 
information.  This requests included Gary’s issues plus additional emission estimates issues that I 
identified.  Since we had not yet received a response, on 08/23/11, I sent an email requesting a status 
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update on the response.  This was responded to on 08/24/11, with a response to the information request 
email received on 08/26/11. 

Since the requested permit revision does not include any physical changes or increases to allowable or 
potential emissions, this memo also serves as the technical evaluation and preliminary determination for 
this project (see below). 

Requested Exempt Activities and Basis For Exemption 

The following activities, previously included as part of Emission Unit (EU) No. 002, are requested to be 
removed from that emission unit and considered as exempt from permitting under the provisions of 
Rule 62-210.300(3)(b)(1), F.A.C. (Generic Emissions Unit or Activity Exemption) on the basis of their 
potential emissions (i.e., potential emissions are less than 5.0 tons/year of volatile organic compounds 
(VOC), 0.5 tons/year of any individual hazardous air pollutant (HAP), and 1.25 tons/year of total HAPs 
(see potential emissions table below)). 

-  Wave Solder Machine 

-  Automatic Pressure Gelatin Casing Operations 

-  Thermoplastic Molding Machines 

-  Plant-wide Urethane Resin Storage, Mixing, and Casting Operations 

Summary of Potential Emissions from Proposed Exempt Activities 

Description of Proposed Exempt Activity 
Potential VOC 

Emissions (TPY) 

Potential Total HAP 

Emissions (TPY) 

Wave Solder Machine 0.657 0.038 

Automatic Pressure Gelatin Casing Operations 0.103 0 

Thermoplastic Molding Machines 3.324 0.149 

Plant-wide Urethane Resin Storage, Mixing, and 

Casting Operations 
0.031 0 

Total of All Above Activities 4.115 0.187 

 

Based on the above potential emission estimates, each of the referenced activities meets the permit 
exemption criteria of Rule 62-210.300(3)(b)(1), F.A.C.  The potential HAP emissions from these exempt 
activities (and those from activities previously listed as exempt from permitting) added to the EU No. 
001 and 002 permit allowable total HAP emission limit of 8.5 tons/year will still result in overall facility 
total HAP potential emissions of less than 10.0 tons/year.  

A draft of the Draft permit (and the permitting memo & technical evaluation) was emailed to Gary 
Robbins of Pinellas County Air Quality Division on 09/23/11 for his review and comments.  An email 
response was received on 09/30/11 stating that he had reviewed the Draft permit and had no 
recommended changes. 

I recommend that this Draft FESOP permit be issued as drafted and submit it for your review and 
signature. 


