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PERMITTEE 

Gainesville Renewable Energy Center (GREC), LLC 

20 Park Plaza, Suite 320 

Boston, Massachusetts 02116 

PERMITTING AUTHORITY 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection (Department) 

Division of Air Resource Management 

Office of Permitting and Compliance 

2600 Blair Stone Road, MS #5505 

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2400 

PROJECT 

Air Permit No. 0010131-003-AC (PSD-FL-411B) 

Air Construction Permit Modification 

Incorporation NESHAP Subpart DDDDD Requirements 

This project inserts the provisions of 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 63, subpart DDDDD - National 

Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP) for Major Sources: Industrial, Commercial, and 

Institutional Boilers and Process Heaters into the original GREC Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) 

construction permit.  In addition, other minor changes were made to the permit.   

The GREC facility is a recently construction 100 megawatt, nominal net (MW, net) electric power plant utilizing 

a BFB boiler, fueled by clean woody biomass.  The BFB boiler provides steam to a steam turbine generator (STG) 

that in turn generates 100 MW nominal, net of electrical power to the electrical grid.  The plant is located within 

the city of Gainesville and approximately 7 miles southeast of the city of Alachua in Alachua County, Florida.  

Specifically, the GREC facility is located on approximately 131 acres at the GRU DGS. 

This project was not subject to PSD preconstruction review in accordance with Rule 62-212.400, F.A.C.   

NOTICE AND PUBLICATION 

The Department distributed a draft air construction permit modification and concurrent initial Title V air 

operation permit package on April 29, 2014.  The applicant published the Public Notice in the Gainesville Sun on 

May 3, 2014.  No requests for administrative hearings or requests for extensions of time to file a petition for 

administrative hearing were received. 

COMMENTS 

No comments on the draft air construction permit modification were received from the public or the the EPA 

Region 4 Office during the 14 day comment period which ended on May 19, 2014.  The applicant (GREC) 

submitted two comments on the draft air construction permit modification.  The first comment was related to 

descriptive text in the permit indicating that the sizes of the biomass storage piles were changed to accurately 

reflect the as-built configuration of the GREC facility.  GREC want this descriptive text removed from the permit.  

However, the Department believes that is important to indicate that the sizes of the piles were changed from what 

was included in the original PSD permit.  Consequently, the descriptive text related to the biomass storage piles 

was not removed from the final air construction permit modification. 

The second comment from GREC is related to the provisions of a settlement agreement reached in the year 2011 

with various individuals ("Appellants") that had been challenging the issuance of the original permits and 

approvals for the GREC Project, including the original PSD Permit (Project No. 0010131-001-AC, PSD-FL-411).  

In a May 15, 2014 letter submitted to the Department, GREC requested that the current draft air construction 

permit modification and draft initial Title V air operation permit be modified to incorporate the provisions of this 

settlement agreement.  GREC originally requested that these settlement agreement provisions be incorporated into 



FINAL DETERMINATION 

GREC Facility, Alachua County Project No. 0010131-003-AC 

Incorporation of NESHAP Subpart DDDDD PSD-FL-411B 

Page 2 of 2 

the original PSD permit in a letter submitted to the Department on March 25, 2011.  On April 4, 2011, the 

Department issued a letter indicating that the proposed changes (provisions) should be handled during the "post-

construction and Title V permit application stage."  However, in the initial Title V air operation permit application 

and concurrent air construction permit modification application submitted to the Department on February 11, 

2014, the settlement agreement provisions were not requested by GREC.  In the May 15, 2014 letter to the 

Department, GREC did requested that these settlement agreement provision be incorporated into draft permits in 

accordance with GREC's letter to the Department dated March 25, 2011.  The Department has decided to take the 

settlement agreement provision under consideration for inclusion in the initial Title V air operation permit (Project 

No. 0010131-004-AV), but will not include the settlement agreement provisions in the final air construction 

permit modification (Project No. 0010131-003-AC, PSD-FL-411B).   

CONCLUSION 

The final action of the Department is to issue the final air construction permit modification with the no changes 

from the draft permit. 


